UW Global Gateway in Washington, DC Summer 2026 Program Handbook 

The Global Gateway in Washington DC program is offered by International Academic Programs (IAP) at the University of Wisconsin-Madison. In this Program Handbook you can find helpful information and advice available at the time of posting. Changes may occur before your departure or while you are abroad, and you will receive notification of these changes through your wisc.edu email.

Program Contacts

Program Leader
Your primary contact in Washington DC will be the UW Program Leader Amy Gangl agangl@wisc.edu
Your program leader’s cell phone number will be shared at orientation. 

Wisconsin in Washington Program Team 
You will receive the DC phone number of the team at your onsite orientation. 
· Bola Olaniyan, Wisconsin in Washington Program Director (bola.olaniyan@wisc.edu)
· Lucas Young, Wisconsin in Washington Program Coordinator (lucas.young@wisc.edu)
[bookmark: _Toc6558553]UW-Madison International Academic Programs (IAP) Team
[bookmark: _Hlk219467884][bookmark: _Toc439229109][bookmark: _Toc6558554]Questions about your program (housing, course credit, health and safety, billing, etc.) should be directed to IAP. Also found in the Contacts tile of your MyStudyAbroad portal. Phone: (608)-265-6329

· Carmen Pitz, Assistant Director for Study Abroad Advising
· Program logistics, predeparture preparation, life abroad, health & safety
· Joanna Poinsatte, Assistant Director for Study Abroad Enrollment 
· Application & acceptance process, MyStudyAbroad forms, grade and credit information
· Judy Humphrey, Financial Manager 
· Billing and scholarship disbursement 

Have questions for your IAP team? 
Email us with your questions or set up an advising appointment in Starfish. 

Want to know who else is in your cohort? 
Contact information for fellow program participants is in your MyStudyAbroad portal > Contacts 

Emergency Contact Information
In an emergency, dial 911.  

[bookmark: _Hlk219468281]Contact your Program Leader and Wisconsin in Washington team using the emergency contact information provided onsite. 
[bookmark: _Hlk219468311]
IAP Emergency Contact Info
In an emergency, call the main IAP number +1 (608) 265-6329 between 8:00 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Monday-Friday (Central Time). After-hours/ on weekends, call +1 (608) 516-9440 for the study abroad staff member on call.

[bookmark: _Toc352251590]Program Dates 
· Anticipated Departure: May 18 or 19 
· Washington, DC: May 19 – June 9
· Return to campus: June 9 

[bookmark: _Hlk219468519]Group flight
· You must fly on the arranged group flight to and from DC with no exceptions. 
· You may not extend travel beyond program dates or take an alternative flight to/from DC.
· [bookmark: _Hlk156314082]IAP will book the flight and you will receive flight information via email when the flight is confirmed. 
· The flight departure date might be up to one day before the program start date. 

[bookmark: _Toc352251591]Pre-Departure Preparation

Orientations
[bookmark: _Hlk219468645][bookmark: _Hlk187148312]There are 3 pre-departure orientations that you are required to attend. 
[bookmark: _Hlk187148329][bookmark: _Hlk125545988]Details will be updated in your MyStudyAbroad account. 
· Orientation 1 
· Online via Zoom in March
· Introduction to Global Gateway, meet your cohort
· Orientation 2
· In-person, Study Abroad Resource Center in the Red Gym, in April 
· DC logistics and expectations session 
· Orientation 3 (Reception) 
· Tuesday, April 28, 2026, 4:00pm – 6:00pm, Gordon Dining & Event Center
· For all Global Gateway participants, program leaders, and campus partners. Celebrate with your cohort and get to know the other program participants.

Travel Documents 
A REAL ID or valid passport is required for the flight to Washington, DC. It must be valid for the entire duration of the program.

Additionally, you must always carry your UW-Madison student ID card (Wiscard) while in DC.  

Packing 
Pack light! Think carefully about what you really need (and must carry on your own) as you plan for packing. 

You are allowed one carry-on piece and one personal item as part of your flight. If you choose to check a bag, you are responsible for paying the additional expense as it is not included with the cost of your ticket. Your checked bag must weigh less than 50 pounds. Total dimensions (length + width + height) of your suitcase must be less than 62 inches. Total dimensions of the carry-on piece must not exceed 45 inches and must be able to fit below the seat in front of you or in the overhead compartment. If your baggage exceeds any of these standards, you may be charged for excess baggage.

What NOT to pack:
· Pepper Spray: In all 50 states and Washington DC, it is legal to use pepper spray for self-defense purposes. Some states only allow the use and carrying of pepper spray under certain circumstances. You are responsible for adhering to any applicable laws in your program location. Law information can often be found online. Some organizations or buildings may not allow pepper spray (for example, Smithsonian museums’ policies on prohibited items). You are also responsible for following any transportation security policies. For flying, reference TSA guidance on pepper spray. For other modes of transportation, reference the transportation company’s policies.

Sample packing list 
· UW student ID – always carry this with you 
· Driver’s license or another form of REAL ID – always carry this with you 
· Laptop, pens, pencils, notebook, journal
· Phone (and charger)
· Headphones or earbuds (for sleeping and studying in a shared space)
· Credit/debit card, cash
· Camera (and charger)
· [bookmark: _Hlk219469138]Prescription medications in original packaging and with a copy of the prescription- enough for the entire duration of the program plus. 
· Medicine kit (anti-diarrhea medicine/aspirin/Band-Aids/cold medicine/etc.), travel size tissues
· Toiletries- any regularly used hygiene or health products, extra glasses/contacts 
· Masks (multiple layer cloth or disposable face mask that covers your nose and mouth and fits snugly against the sides of your face)- this may help if any poor air quality warnings arise on program. 
· Hand sanitizer (for plane, public transportation, and elsewhere)
· Sunscreen, sunhat or cap, sunglasses 
· Comfortable walking shoes (close toed) and sandals
· Basic clothes (for hot and humid weather): layered tops, pants, shorts, shirts, skirts/dresses, pajamas, socks and underwear
· Business casual clothes: dress pants (non-jeans), blouse or button up shirt, skirt or dress for event with guest speakers and/or alumni
· What Should I Wear? The Ultimate Guide to Workplace Dress Codes (article)
· The Successworks Career Closet provides free professional or business casual attire.
· Rain jacket and/or umbrella
· Reusable water bottle
· Lunch box or a small food storage container (for leftovers)  
· Secure (think anti-theft) backpack/bag/purse for commuting on public transit 
· Lanyard (optional) - You will have a Kastle security card you will need to scan to enter the classroom building. You will also need to keep track of your hotel key and transit card. 

Health & Safety 
[bookmark: _Hlk219803169]You are required to complete IAP’s Health and Safety Orientation online, which will provide general information on how to minimize risk and health and safety resources available to you abroad. Carry your emergency card and insurance card during your program. 

Your orientation in DC will provide more specific information. 
You are required to participate in IAP’s Health and Safety Orientation online, which will provide general information on how to minimize risk, as well as health and safety resources available to you on your program. Carry your emergency card and insurance card throughout your program. 

[bookmark: _Hlk219803200]Your orientation in DC will provide more specific information. 
[bookmark: _Hlk219809460]General tips to encourage safety in any location:  
· [bookmark: _Hlk219803230]Use caution when traveling around the city.
· Do not travel alone after dark. 
· Tell someone your whereabouts.
· Have a working phone on your person.
· Intoxication compromises your ability to make safe choices and may increase your risk of being a target of crime.
· The UW Code of Conduct applies during your time abroad and means that alcohol consumption is not allowed during any program events or activities and is not permitted in program housing. 

In case of an emergency, dial 911. 

Insurance
[bookmark: _Hlk219803287]You will be covered by CISI supplemental health insurance for the duration of your program. CISI health insurance coverage information can be found in MyStudyAbroad > Health Insurance section. If you need to see a doctor, you will most likely have to pay out of pocket and submit a claim to CISI to be reimbursed.

Mobility
[bookmark: _Hlk219470453][bookmark: _Hlk219803444][bookmark: _Hlk219470432]On this program, you will be walking long distances often. If you have concerns about mobility on the program, we encourage you to meet with the Study Abroad Advisor at the time of application to discuss potential challenges and assess accommodation needs.  

Academics
[bookmark: _Hlk219470506]Registration (Course Enrollment)
· IAP will register you for a special “Study Abroad Course” for the class you will be taking on the program. 
· You do not need to register for the Summer course at UW-Madison. 
· After you complete the program, the Enrollment Manager will replace the registration with your final grade, credit and course equivalent earned. 

Course Information
Divided We Stand: Polarization, Populism, and Democratic Erosion (3 credits)
This course will be taught by Program Leader Amy Gangl.  

This course will take a deep dive into the increasing challenges of political polarization, the rise of populism, and the threats to democracy in the U.S. and around the world. As political divisions deepen and trust in democratic institutions erodes, we’ll explore big questions: Why are people more polarized than ever? What makes populist leaders so appealing? How do democratic institutions weaken, and what can be done to protect them? Through readings, discussions, guest lectures, site visits, and meetings with policymakers and journalists, students will get firsthand insight into how these issues play out in real time. The course will tackle key topics like media influence, misinformation, political rhetoric, social identity politics, and the erosion of democratic norms, using real-world case studies to explore how democracies falter—and how they can be rebuilt. Drawing from political science, history, and media studies, students will sharpen their ability to think critically about the current political climate. 

[bookmark: _Hlk219803963][bookmark: _Hlk219470571]Grades and Credits
You will earn 3 credits and receive a letter grade for this course. That grade will be factored into your UW-Madison GPA. 

Course Equivalent Requests (CERs) and MyStudyAbroad
[bookmark: _Hlk219803912]The course you take on program must be assigned a UW-Madison equivalent course for your grades and credits to be recorded on your UW-Madison transcript. See a list of approved equivalents in your MyStudyAbroad account >Academics Tab. 

Submit a Course Equivalent Request (CER) through your MyStudyAbroad account >Academics Tab to let us know which equivalent you would like. You can only select one. Submit your equivalent request prior to the end of your program to avoid a delay in your study abroad courses posting to your UW Madison transcript. More information on the UW course equivalent process is available in the IAP Study Abroad Handbook.

[bookmark: _Toc352251594]Life in Washington, DC
[bookmark: _Hlk219470603]Your daily schedule will be filled with classroom seminars and excursions or class activities. Class and activities take place most days, including the weekends. You may have a few free days or afternoons during the program. No overnight travel or travel outside of the Metro DC area is allowed. Metro DC or DMV includes DC and surrounding suburbs in Maryland (like Montgomery & Prince George's Counties) and Northern Virginia (like Arlington). 

The program takes place in the heart of political culture in the United States. Your classroom space on Capitol Hill is in the political epicenter of Washington, DC. You will attend class within steps of the Capitol Building, Congressional offices, the Library of Congress, and the Supreme Court. The classroom building is about 1.2 miles from the hotel. The quickest way to get there is walking as the metro and bus routes are not as direct. The walk is about 25 minutes, depending on walking speed and weather.
· Washington, DC Visitor Information
· Explore DC through the photography of DC Instagrammers
· More DC Instagram accounts including The Smithsonian

Housing 
You will stay in a hotel with other UW-Madison program participants (you will share a room with one or more participant). Your rooms will have a small kitchen space, desk space, bathroom, sitting area, and a bed for each participant. Daily breakfast is included. A daily lunch stipend and a few group dinners are also included. 

[bookmark: _Hlk219470707]We typically place students in rooms with others of the same sex. In some locations, this is necessary for legal or cultural reasons.  We understand that not all students may identify as female or male, and we want to create a welcoming environment for you while you are abroad.  We are happy to work with students who identify as transgender, genderqueer, gender non-conforming, and/or non-binary regarding life abroad. If you have questions or concerns regarding housing as it relates to your gender identity, email your Study Abroad Advisor, Carmen Pitz.  

Study Spaces in DC 
· DC Public Libraries (the MLK Jr. library was recently redone and featured in Architectural Digest) 
· DCist’s 12 Places to Work that Aren’t Coffee Shops
· Thrillist’s Best DC Spots for Working 

Handling Money
· [bookmark: _Hlk219470727]Use the program cost sheet (MyStudyAbroad portal > Financial tab) to help you plan for spending. 
· Cash and card payments are accepted most places. Tap to pay is widely available.  
· Cost of living estimates   

Public Transportation 
Students will receive a Upass at the onsite orientation which will provide them with unlimited rides on the Metro (subway) and Metrobus for the program duration. Do NOT lose this pass. It has a replacement fee and can only be replaced once.
Modes of public transportation in Washington, DC include:
· Metrorail – Washington, DC’s rail system
· Metrobus – Washington, DC’s bus system that runs within the city and out into the greater Washington, DC area

Communication
[bookmark: _Hlk219472130]You must have a working cell phone that the DC Team and IAP can contact you on in case of emergencies. This phone must be able to send and receive calls in DC without using wifi. 
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