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The Academic Program in Aix-en-Provence (APA) is a consortium program offered through 

Indiana University, University of Wisconsin-Madison, and the University of Maryland.  This 

program handbook supplements materials you received from your home study abroad office 

and provides you with the most up-to-date program information and advice available at the time 

of writing. Changes may occur before your departure or while you are abroad and flexibility is 

encouraged! 

On-Site Program Information 

Monique Allewaert, APA Faculty Director 2026-27 

Associate Professor 

Department of English 

UW-Madison 

allewaert@wisc.edu 

Patricia Reffay, APA Assistant Director 

preffay.apa@gmail.com 

Program Address 

Academic Program in Aix-en-Provence (APA) 

30, avenue Victor Hugo 

13100 Aix-en-Provence France 

011-33-4-42-38-11-51 

Emergency Cell Phone: 011-33-6-85-75-50-41 

Mail should be sent to 

Student Name 

c/o APA - Academic Program in Aix-en-Provence 

30, avenue Victor Hugo 

13100 Aix-en-Provence, France 

When sending a package to France and filling out the customs form, to avoid paying French 

customs taxes, do not insure the package and make certain that no value for the objects inside 

is declared. Be sure to label it “SANS VALEUR COMMERCIALE / EFFETS PERSONNELS.” 

Home University Contact Information 

Indiana University 

Education Abroad 

Ferguson International Center 

330 North Eagleson Avenue 

Indiana University 

Bloomington, IN 47406 

mailto:preffay.apa@gmail.com
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+1 812-855-9304 

edabroad@iu.edu  

https://abroad.iu.edu 

For Academic Advising: 

Sydney Jones 

Education Abroad Advisor 

sydjone@iu.edu 

For Program Issues: 

Hope Busick 

Senior Student Services Coordinator 

hmgerber@iu.edu 

University of Wisconsin-Madison 

International Academic Programs (IAP) 

301 Red Gym 

716 Langdon Street 

Madison, WI 53706 

+1 608-265-6329 

www.studyabroad.wisc.edu 

Kate Hamoonga 

Senior Study Abroad Advisor and Program Manager       

+1 608-265-6329                                                           

kate.hamoonga@wisc.edu 

Kirsten Koehler 

Enrollment Manager 

+1 608-265-6329 

kkoehler3@wisc.edu 

Kirsten will process UW student application materials, course equivalent requests and final 

transcripts. 

University of Maryland 

Education Abroad 

1118 H.J. Patterson Hall, 4065 Campus Drive 

College Park, MD 20742 

+1-301-314-7746 

educationabroad@umd.edu 

www.umd.edu/studyabroad 

https://abroad.iu.edu/
mailto:sydjone@iu.edu
mailto:hmgerber@iu.edu
mailto:kate.hamoonga@wisc.edu
mailto:educationabroad@umd.edu
http://www.umd.edu/studyabroad
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For Program Advising:   

Natalie Brady 

+1-301-314-7746             

nmbrady@umd.edu 

For Language & Course Evaluation: 

Hannah Wegmann 

Assistant Clinical Professor and Undergraduate Advisor 

+1-301-405-4032 

hwegmann@umd.edu 

Emergency Contact Information 

In case of an emergency, use the emergency contact numbers that will be provided to you 

during the onsite orientation in Aix.  If you cannot get through to the onsite staff, you can call the 

main IAP number +1 608 265-6329 between 8:00 am.- 4:30 pm. Monday-Friday; after-hours or 

on weekends call the IAP staff on call at +1 608 516-9440. 

Calling from France to the U.S.: 

(00) + (1) + (area code) + (local number) 

Calling from the U.S. to France: 

(011) + (33) + (city code) + (local number) 

[*omit the first zero in the ten-digit French phone number only when calling from the U.S.] 

Program Dates 

Your arrival date of January 4, 2027 is confirmed. Other dates on the following calendar give 

an approximate indication of when certain academic activities take place. 

The Faculty Director (FD) will consult the academic calendars of Aix-Marseille University and 

Sciences Po-Aix, as they become available, prepare a final calendar for program students, and 

distribute it during the latter part of the Cours Intensif. You are required to remain in Aix until 

the conclusion of the semester. Do not finalize any travel plans for your return to the U.S. 

before you have all the dates of your final exams (and make-up exams for Sciences Po). Unlike 

in the U.S., French professors do not usually change exam dates to accommodate students.  

Failing to take exams will affect your grade. 

Program Calendar Spring 2027 

** More information on dates to be released as it becomes available. 

mailto:nmbrady@umd.edu


5 

Date Activity 

January 4 Students arrive in Aix 

January 5 Housing Meeting & Guided tour of Aix 

January 6 General Information Meeting  

January 7-8 Academic Meeting 

January 11-15 Intensive Language Course 

January 11-15 Meeting and advising conferences with FD 

regarding selection of courses 

January 18 2nd semester starts at Sciences Po, AMU& 

SUL 

February 3  Add/Drop deadline for Sciences Po, AMU 

& SUL 

February 10 Pass/Fail deadline for Sciences Po, AMU & 

SUL 

February 22 - 28 One week break at Sciences Po 

March 1st - 7 One week break at AMU & SUL 

April 19-25 Spring break at Sciences Po  
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April 23 End of semester for SUL 

April 26 - May 2 Spring break at AMU 

May 1                Holiday - International Labor Day and  

May 3 -15 Final Examinations at AMU 

May 6  Holiday -Ascension Day 

May 13 - 29 Final Examinations at Sciences Po 

June 28- July 3 Make-up examinations at Sciences Po 

(online) 

Plan on staying in Aix until the end of your exams or make-up exams as needed. 

The vacation periods may vary from one institution to another, and you will need to check them 

carefully at the FAC ALLSH/AMU, SUL and at Sciences Po, as well as with your professors. 

When a legal holiday falls on a Thursday or Tuesday, many people at public and private 

institutions and businesses include Friday or Monday as part of the holiday in order to make a 

long weekend (called faire le pont). 

You should check with your professors if their classes will meet on such days. If class meetings 

are canceled due to holidays, strikes or absence of the professor, there will usually be extra 

make-up sessions at the end of the semester.  

Students need to consult with the professor and watch bulletin boards so as not to miss make-

up classes.  Plan to stay until the end of the exam period so as not to jeopardize your academic 

work. 
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Preparations Before Leaving 

Immigration Documents & Pre-Departure Items to Gather 

Visa 

You will receive detailed instructions about applying for your visa from your Study Abroad 

Advisor. 

Visa Registration in France 

You will need to obtain a VLS-TS student visa. You must validate your visa within 3 months of 

arriving in France at the very latest. The process is completed entirely online. The APA office 

will help you with this process. 

Pre-Departure Academic Preparations 

Required Pre-Departure Conferences with Your Advisor 

●        Indiana students: Education Abroad requires attendance at its Aix Advising Day, 

where you’ll learn about the French academic system and the types of courses that may 

be available to you abroad. Ensure that you meet with your major advisor(s) to discuss 

your proposed academic progress abroad, as well. You are ultimately responsible for 

meeting your degree requirements. 

●        Wisconsin students: You must confer with your major advisor regarding your major 

requirements prior to your departure for Aix and fill out an IAP Advising Worksheet which 

needs your major advisor’s signature.  See your MyStudyAbroad account for details.  If 

you have not declared your major, discuss this with the Faculty Director in Aix as soon 

as possible, before you begin selecting courses at the French institutions. 

●        Maryland students: You must complete the SACA form before departure. Different 

academic colleges may or may not require an advising meeting to have this marked off. 

Be sure to check in with your respective college and the French department.  

Language Preparation 

It is important for you to keep up with the French language prior to your departure for Aix.  You 

should review your favorite reference grammar book, which you might find useful to bring to Aix 

with you.  The Academic Program in Aix has copies of different grammar books, such as Denise 

Rochat’s Contrastes and L.-F. Hoffmann's L’Essentiel de la Grammaire Française.  The 

program also has a variety of French-French and French-English dictionaries.  However, you 

will probably want to buy the Petit Robert or the Petit Larousse for daily use after you have 

arrived in France.  In addition, you should become familiar with a good bilingual dictionary and 

bring it with you as well. Most students find either of the following two dictionaries very useful: 

The Collins Robert French Dictionary and Harrap’s French-English-French Dictionary. A French-

French dictionary is highly recommended as it helps to build your vocabulary faster when you 

look up words. Many students have found it useful to download a dictionary app onto their 

mobile phones; one good one is by Larousse. Word Reference is also good and is free. 
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Reading and Films 

We strongly advise that you read as much French literature as possible before going to France. 

You might, for instance, enjoy reading works associated with Aix-en-Provence in particular or 

Provence in general. A number of famous French authors were born or resided in Provence 

(including, among others,  Jean Giono, René Char, Germain Nouveau, Jean de La Ceppède, 

Mme de Sévigné, Marcel Pagnol).  Emile Zola’s L’Oeuvre might be particularly interesting as it 

is a fictional account of Zola’s friendship with Paul Cezanne, which began when they were 

schoolmates in Aix. Jean-Claude Izzo’s Total Khéops is a mystery novel which evokes a lot of 

geographically specific places in Marseille. 

Read magazines such as Le Nouvel Observateur, L’Express, Le Point, etc. before you leave for 

France. In addition, read newspapers such as Le Monde, Le Figaro, and Libération. These 

newspapers are available on the web. They will help you familiarize yourself with current issues 

in France. For more local news in the region of Aix, you can also look at the website of the 

newspaper La Provence www.laprovence.com . 

We strongly recommend that you also watch as many French films (in French with French or 

English subtitles) before heading to France. We especially recommend four films set in 

Provence and based on the works of Marcel Pagnol: Le Château de ma mère, La Gloire de mon 

père, Jean de Florette and Manon de Sources. A more recent film, Cezanne et Moi, gives a 

good introduction to the friendship between Cezanne and Zola. Shéhérazade is another recent 

film about young people in Marseille. 

For a better grasp of French society and Provence, read some of the following books: 

- Carroll, Raymonde. Evidences Invisibles: Américains et Français au quotidien. 

-  Differences between American and French cultures. Chapters include studies of 

“L’amitié,” “Le téléphone,” “Se renseigner,” “Le couple,” and body language. 

- English version: Cultural Misunderstandings. 

- Barlow, J. and J.-B. Nadeau, Sixty Million Frenchmen Can’t Be Wrong.  Version 

française: Pas si fous ces Français! 

- Mayle, Peter.  A Year in Provence 

- De Larabetti, Michael.  Tales from Provence 

- Fisher, M.F.K.  Two Cities in Provence 

- Guide Michelin (vert), Provence (Get the French version to help you build vocabulary). 

- Clarke, Stephen. Talk to the Snail ( Humorous accounts of surviving and thriving in 

French culture) 

Handling Money Abroad 

You should bring 100-200 euros in cash with you for taxi fare, food, etc. for the first few days. 

Some banks like Chase will order currency for you while you are still in the US. Alternatively, 

http://www.laprovence.com/
http://www.laprovence.com/
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you can withdraw money in France directly from an ATM using your American bank debit card. 

Make sure to notify your bank and/or credit card company of your travels before departure so 

that your card is not locked. 

Within the first week or two of your arrival in Aix, you will need enough cash to be able to cover 

your first two months’ housing expenses (rent and security deposit, 1,200-1,500 euros). Be 

aware that your bank at home will set limits on how much cash you can withdraw each day on 

an ATM card, so it may not be possible for you to withdraw enough money on one day to cover 

your first two months’ housing expenses. You may wish to ask your bank to increase your daily 

withdrawal limit before departure. Also, be aware that use of American ATM cards and bank 

transfers usually come with fees (see notes below).  

While APA does not endorse any particular service, some students recommend 

transferwise.com for sending large amounts of money as it has lower fees than many banks. 

Charging up a card like the one you can order through Revolut (revolut.com) can also be a way 

to put dollars on a debit card, convert them to euros based on the current exchange rate, and 

avoid fees. 

In Europe, as a general rule, avoid buying foreign currency at airports, railroad stations, and 

especially hotels and stores: they charge higher fees than at currency exchange places, which 

in turn charge slightly higher fees than the banks.  Do not depend on the exchange rate 

published in newspapers; it is a bank-to-bank rate, and what you will get is often at least 5% 

less.  A good website to check typical cash rates is www.oanda.com. 

NOTE: Bank drafts and bank transfers incur heavy fees and sometimes take weeks to 

process. 

Here is a list of estimates of funds you will need upon arrival: 

Expense Cost 

Travel from airport or train station on 

arrival day 

  

Taxi - 70 to 90 Euros depending upon point of 

arrival: train station (70 euros) or airport (90 

euros) 

Bus from airport - 15 Euros 

http://www.oanda.com/
http://www.oanda.com/
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Apartments You will need to pay the equivalent of two 

months’ rent when signing the lease for your 

apartment (deposit + one month’s rent). 

Monthly rent for apartments varies depending 

on the size of the apartment. You should 

calculate approximately 700-1 000 euros per 

student per month. 

Rented room and board 

  

 One month’s rent due immediately upon arrival 

 Approximately 800-900 euros. 

Rented room One month’s rent due immediately upon arrival 

Up to 600- 700 euros 

Tenant Insurance which includes 

personal liability 

Tenant insurance is mandatory for all housing 

in Aix apartments, and costs approximately 70 

euros for the semester. 

Additional expenses 

Expense Cost 

Cell phone Between 50-1200 euros 

Cell phone plan with data and some 

international calling *from company “Free” 

 Approximately 20 euros per month 

Groceries for one week/person 80 euros 

Small coffee 3 euros 

Meal in a university cafeteria (“resto U”) 5 euros 
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Meal in an inexpensive restaurant in town 15-25 euros 

Monthly student bus pass 30 euros 

Movie ticket 15 euros (for students) 

 

Using Credit Cards and Debit Cards in ATMs 

A generally reliable way to get money from the U.S. is to use a debit/ATM card with a VISA 

logo. It is also possible to withdraw cash using your VISA or MasterCard credit card; however, 

credit card companies often charge very high interest rates for “cash advances”. IT IS IN YOUR 

BEST INTEREST TO FIND OUT WHAT THE FEES FOR CASH ADVANCES ARE BEFORE 

YOU LEAVE THE STATES. Using a debit card that withdraws directly from your checking 

account in the U.S. will likely avoid these higher fees.  Whether you use a credit card or debit 

card, you will likely be charged international transaction fees.  

Machines that accept CIRRUS are more common than those that accept PLUS debit cards (see 

the back of your card for the CIRRUS logo). VISA is accepted in more places than AMERICAN 

EXPRESS or MASTERCARD.  

Before you leave for France, notify your bank/credit card company of the dates that you will be 

abroad.  In trying to curtail fraud, banks will often cancel debit/credit cards when they suspect 

any unusual card activity (e.g., a resident of the Midwest who suddenly makes a purchase in 

France). Also, make sure the card you are bringing has been used in the US at least once. 

If you charge purchases to your card, you will get a slightly better exchange rate than you will 

get at French banks, though do not forget about the international fees that will likely be added 

on top of the better exchange rate. An example with IUCU is that the exchange rate will be very 

competitive and then a 1% “cross-border fee” will be charged. It is better than getting euros in 

cash from the bank, but by converting your dollars into Euros using a card like Revolut, you 

avoid the fees altogether. Groceries, personal items, clothes, train tickets, and many other items 

can be purchased with a card, though some stores may have a policy of accepting it only for 

purchases above a certain amount.  

Insurance 

Sécurité Sociale (Health Insurance) 

You must register with the French system of Sécurité Sociale (health insurance). The APA staff 

will assist in completing the required documents. This is in addition to the insurance you are 

provided by your home institution. 
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Renter’s/Liability Insurance 

In addition to the required health insurance, you will also need to obtain “renter’s insurance,” 

which is a type of housing insurance that includes personal liability insurance. (Personal liability 

coverage included in the renter’s insurance is required to register at French universities and to 

do volunteer work.) APA will assist you in obtaining this insurance before your arrival. 

Packing 

The following are packing suggestions from past program participants: 

- A sleeping bag may be useful for extra warmth in your room or when staying in hostels 

or camping. 

- Winter weather clothing (coat, hat, gloves, a heavy sweater…) for winter in Aix or when 

traveling in northern regions of France or Europe. 

- Bed sheets are not provided in most apartments, so be prepared to buy them upon 

arrival. 

- Prescription Drugs or special vitamins should be brought with you to last the full 

duration of your time abroad. Bring a letter from your physician certifying your medical 

need for the drugs and dosage and remember that it is important to keep all medications 

in original bottles.  If you do bring written prescriptions, make sure that they are written 

clearly and in generic terms. Prescriptions and over-the-counter medications cannot be 

mailed from the US to France. 

- Bring a semester’s supply of contact lenses and solution. Additionally, we recommend 

that you bring glasses/contact lens prescriptions with you in case of loss or damage. 

- The electrical current in France is 220 volts, whereas in the U.S., it is 110 volts.  An 

adapter or converter may be necessary for certain electronic items.  If you buy an 

adapter/converter, make sure it will work for the specific item for which you need it. 

- Flip flops are very useful in showers when traveling. 

- Pack essential items in your carry-on luggage just in case your checked luggage is 

delayed. 

Cell phone 

If you wish to use your US cell phone in France, don’t forget to have it unlocked before 

leaving the US, because it is difficult (and expensive) to do it in France. In order to do so, you 

will need to contact your US provider before your departure. 

Travel and Arrival Information 

All participants must make their own travel arrangements and must arrive in Aix on the 

first scheduled day of the program. Participants who choose to arrive earlier are responsible 

for making their own housing arrangements. APA program staff is not available to assist with 

early housing arrangements and luggage cannot be left at the program office. 
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Arrival by air: The closest airport to Aix-en-Provence is the Marseille-Provence airport (MRS); 

it is located near a city called Marignane, so it is also sometimes called the Marignane Airport. 

Arrival by train: There are two different train stations (“gares”) associated with Aix: 

1) the gare SNCF Aix Centre-Ville is located right in downtown Aix about 1 block from the APA 

program office; 

2) the AIX Gare TGV is the high-speed train station and is located about 15 minutes by bus 

outside of Aix. You may arrive by train by first going to downtown Marseille (Marseille-St. 

Charles) and from there taking a local train or bus to the downtown Aix train or bus station.  If 

you are traveling from Paris, you may take the TGV (express train) directly to the “Aix TGV” train 

station (NOTE: The TGV train will stop for only 3 minutes at the Aix TGV station, so be 

prepared to disembark very quickly!). If you arrive at the gare TGV there are regular shuttle 

buses (“navettes”) you can take to arrive in downtown Aix. 

Whether you arrive by air or by train, we strongly recommend that you take a taxi when you 

first arrive in Aix, because moving around with a lot of luggage can be difficult and very tiring. 

Arrival Day 

Students will either be housed directly in their permanent housing (Rented Room) or the 

Program will house them in shared rooms with other students at Aparthôtel Adagio, 3 rue des 

Chartreux until their housing (and renter’s insurance) become available. The cost of this stay is 

covered by the program. 

 

You are responsible for getting to the Aparthotel Adagio between 2:00 p.m. and before 5:00 

p.m. or to your French family ‘s apartment on the first day of the program. 

From the Marseille-Provence Airport 

You can take one of the blue shuttle buses, which go directly to Aix. Look for the sign “Navette 

Aix-en-Provence – Aéroport”. These buses will take you to the bus station (gare routière) in Aix 

(note: the bus makes a stop at the gare TGV on the way). These shuttles run every 30 minutes, 

and cost 10 euros. 

From Aix TGV 

You can get from the TGV station to Aix on a shuttle bus, which will drop you off at the bus 

station in downtown Aix. These shuttles run every 30 minutes and cost approximately 6 euros.  

From Marseille (St. Charles) – the train station in Marseille 

You can take the train or the bus (both located in the St Charles train station) to the center of 

Aix.  Both run every 10-20 minutes. 

Once in Aix, here are Google Map directions to the hotel Adagio: 

https://ef29c505-a373-4439-a0ff-4d798556c174.usrfiles.com/ugd/ef29c5_4ff4bc729b334abf83c55043760a3244.pdf
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From the downtown train station 

From the Aix bus station 

Taxi   

Taxi in Aix 04 42 27 71 11 

Approximate fares to get to downtown Aix (Hotel Adagio) by taxi: 

·         From Marseille-Provence airport: 90 euros 

·         From Marseille railway station: 70 euros 

·         From Aix TGV railway station: 60 euros 

·         From downtown Aix railway/bus station to hotel: 15-20 euros 

·         Price per suitcase (on top or regular fare): 5 euros 

·         Fares will be slightly higher (+10 euros) after 7pm. SHARING A TAXI WITH 

OTHERS FROM THE PROGRAM IS A GOOD FOR THE BUDGET! 

If You Arrive Early 

As mentioned at the beginning of this section, students are expected to arrive on the first day of 

the program. Prior to that day, program staff will not be available to assist you.  If you arrive 

earlier, you must make your own housing arrangements.  Here are some suggested places to 

stay: 

·         Check availability at Adagio Aparthotel 

·         Hôtel de France   

·         Hôtel Le Concorde 

If you decide to make a reservation in another hotel, make sure that the hotel is in the center of 

the city. Be aware that most buses do not run after 8:30pm or on Sundays. 

Onsite Orientation 

Upon arrival, you will begin a thorough orientation led by the APA office staff. 

Orientation includes: 

- A tour of central Aix-en-Provence and a map of the city so that you can get your 

bearings 

- A print out copy of emergency information 

- Several mandatory academic and administrative meetings 

https://www.google.com/maps/dir/Gare+SNCF+d'Aix-en-Provence,+Rue+Gustave+Desplaces,+Aix-en-Provence/H%C3%B4tel+Adagio,+Rue+des+Chartreux,+Aix-en-Provence/@43.52598,5.4405767,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m14!4m13!1m5!1m1!1s0x12c98d99f3cf3eb7:0xc8ed116ff0bba4bb!2m2!1d5.4453484!2d43.5229131!1m5!1m1!1s0x12c98da18528ac09:0xbf46c01734ba60e2!2m2!1d5.4409281!2d43.5290648!3e2?authuser=0&entry=ttu
https://www.google.com/maps/dir/Gare+Routi%C3%A8re+Aix+Centre,+Aix-en-Provence/H%C3%B4tel+Adagio,+Rue+des+Chartreux,+Aix-en-Provence/@43.5261947,5.4391855,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m14!4m13!1m5!1m1!1s0x12c98d99529798a1:0x21c517ca47125794!2m2!1d5.43997!2d43.523335!1m5!1m1!1s0x12c98da18528ac09:0xbf46c01734ba60e2!2m2!1d5.4409281!2d43.5290648!3e2?authuser=0&entry=ttu
http://www.adagio-city.com/fr/hotel-6796-aparthotel-adagio-aix-en-provence-centre
http://www.adagio-city.com/fr/hotel-6796-aparthotel-adagio-aix-en-provence-centre
http://www.hoteldefrance-aix.com/
http://www.hoteldefrance-aix.com/
http://hotel-aixenprovence-concorde.com/
http://hotel-aixenprovence-concorde.com/


15 

- Information on the French University system 

- Visits to the institutions where you will be attending classes 

-  Housing information 

- Information about safety precautions 

-  Session with American psychologist on cultural differences and adjustment 

-  Assistance purchasing a cell phone/cell phone plan  

The Academic Program 

Role of the Faculty Director (FD) 

During the 2026-27 academic year, the FD will be Monique Allewaert from UW-Madison. 

During the program, the FD serves as your academic advisor and will schedule an individual 

appointment with you during the first few weeks in Aix to discuss your course selections. The 

FD will work closely with faculty and academic advisors at your home school to help you 

develop a course of study that meets program guidelines and keeps you on course for 

graduation.  The FD is also responsible for obtaining your grades from the French professors 

and transmitting the record of course titles, credits, and grades to your home university. 

Intensive Language Course: Cours intensif 

This course is required for all students at the beginning of the program in Aix. Students will have 

a one week intensive language course. One credit will be awarded for the course. 

Program Courses (Cours du Programme) 

These semester-long courses carry 2 credits and most of them are 30 hours long. 

Expression orale/Prise de parole en français” - Instructor: Monsieur Claude Pelopidas- 

The objective of this course is to improve the students’ oral language skills by using techniques 

of the theater. Attention is paid to the rhetorical conventions of academic discourse, 

pronunciation, intonation and rhythm as well as communication strategies. 

Earth Arts – Instructor: Monique Allewaert 

Earth arts depend on close observation of terrestrial forces so as to channel them toward ends 

their human observers desire — from agriculture to the Roman spas still bubbling in Aix, from 

medicinal plants to poetry about Provençal flowers. 

This course traces the history of earth art starting in and around Aix, then moves to the French 

Outre Mer (colonies) whose archives are housed in Aix. We will explore why studying earth art 

holds particular appeal in our hyper-information-saturated, socially mediated present. We will 

examine the contestations running through histories of earth arts: whose observations of earth 

forces were taken seriously and whose were forgotten; can French colonial plantations be 

counted as earth arts; how does early Haitian poetry or the collation of African and French 

knowledges of earth forces revise our understanding of the agents and histories at stake in 

earth arts; how is climate change transforming earth arts from viniculture to poetry? 
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Enrollment capped at 15 students. 

La France et l’actualité internationale - Instructor: Monsieur Claude Pelopidas 

Terrorism, proliferation of nuclear arms, Arab revolutions, the rise of Extremism… From 

Afghanistan to North Korea through Iraq, Iran and the West, this course seeks to examine 

international current events through the perspective of French foreign policy, especially the 

origins and consequences of the major conflicts shaping the beginning of the third millennium. 

Course in Conversation Partnership (TANDEM)  - 1 credit only for FAC and SUL Students 

Offered at Aix-Marseille Université 

The “TANDEM” program organizes students into French/English pairs in order to provide each 

with a conversation partner in the language they wish to practice/perfect. Students first meet 

with a tutor who helps them set cultural and linguistic objectives for the course. Six conversation 

sessions follow, spread out over the semester, and the student keeps a journal reporting on 

their experience and how the objectives are met. The conversations can be over a meal at the 

Resto U or in town, at a museum, or even during a cultural excursion outside of town. At the end 

of the semester, students meet again with the tutor to evaluate their experience. 

Administrative details and grading: The course can be done as an extra-curricular option or for 

credit. For APA credit, the partner language must be French, and the course cannot count 

toward the minimum number of semester credits in Aix. The total number of semester credits, 

including the Tandem course, cannot be more than 18. If the student elects to take the course 

for credit, the Faculty Director (FD) of the APA program will determine a letter grade or a pass-

fail grade based on the report of the tutor, an exit interview with the APA student, and the quality 

of the blog kept during the course, including a final reflection on the value of the experience. 

Students should consult with their study abroad advisor in the US to see whether a letter grade 

or a P/F grade is more appropriate in their case. 

Academic Tracks: SUL, AMU, Sciences Po 

After the intensive language course, depending on the institution you qualify for and were 

accepted to, students will begin their direct enroll courses at one of three institutions: Aix-

Marseille University (arts and humanities); Sciences Po (international relations, political 

science); SUL (French language and cultural institute for foreigners). Note that French 

educational institutions are often less “user-friendly” than American ones and the first few weeks 

of class may seem disorganized to an American not used to the system. Courses and programs 

of study are not organized in the same way as undergraduate programs in the United States. In 

France, university students specialize from the beginning of their university studies (as opposed 

to the US model where students are expected to take a variety of classes in many different 

areas to obtain a “well-rounded” broader education). The following information is separated by 

institution so please review your specific institution information below. Upon formal enrollment in 

Aix, you will receive a local university email and online course platform account (similar to 

Canvas or Blackboard in the US). If you are not sure how to access this account, ask the onsite 

staff for assistance. While not as widely used as in the US, some professors use the online 

platform as a place to post course information and other important updates. 
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Once the French academic calendar begins, your overall program must be one of the following: 

Aix Marseille University (AMU) - FAC ALLSH (Faculté des arts, lettres, langues, sciences 

humaines) 

The FAC ALLSH is currently the largest College at AMU, offering courses principally in 

Anthropology, French literature, Linguistics, Psychology, Sociology, Education, History, 

Geography, and foreign languages. 

 All classes at AMU are semester-long courses. Some classes include a discussion section, 

called travaux dirigés (TD), in addition to a common lecture class. If a course includes a lecture 

and a discussion section, students must take both. Credits for your courses in France are 

awarded based on the total number of contact hours per week. Generally speaking, 1 contact 

hour per week = 1 credit. 

APA students studying at AMU are also required to take the “Production écrite et méthodologie 

du travail universitaire” course. This course is designed to help you understand how to write a 

French-style dissertation and commentaire composé, and will also target difficulties in grammar 

and writing. The course is worth 2 credits. 

Students may enroll in a maximum of 5 AMU courses. In addition, you may choose to take up to 

two APA-specific classes (these include Prise de Parole, La France dans l’Actualité, or the 

resident director’s course). In sum, your semester schedule will look something like this: 

Cours intensif  + Production écrite et méthodologie du travail universitaire + FAC courses                                                       

                                                             OR 

Cours intensif + Production écrite et méthodologie du travail universitaire + FAC courses + no 

more than 2 program courses  

*Special note for science students: Students majoring in science may take one science 

course at the Faculté des Sciences at the Montperrin campus in Aix.  For students interested in 

taking a science class, it is imperative that close consultation about this occurs well ahead of the 

students’ arrival in Aix, between the student’s advisor in the US and the Faculty Director. The 

Faculty Director will provide available information on the course the student is contemplating 

taking. You are encouraged to be flexible in terms of course selection and allocation of credits, 

and to be cognizant of the value of cultural differences in science education. 

Sciences Po-Aix 

Sciences Po-Aix is one of France’s many “grandes écoles”, an elite institution that is separate 

from but parallel to the French public university system. The APA program has agreements with 

Sciences Po such that a certain number of program participants may register at this institution 

each year, providing they have an appropriate academic background and major. Sciences Po 

reviews each student’s application and ultimately decides whether or not to accept a given 

http://allsh.univ-amu.fr/
https://sciences.univ-amu.fr/sites-geographiques/aix-montperrin
https://sciences.univ-amu.fr/sites-geographiques/aix-montperrin
http://www.sciencespo-aix.fr/
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student to their institution. APA students who wish to attend Sciences Po are expected to have 

declared a major, or at least a minor, in one of the disciplines offered at Sciences Po (Political 

Science, International Studies, Social Science, International Business) prior to arriving in Aix 

and to have taken at least two university-level courses relating to Political Science, Political 

Theory, Political Philosophy, Social-Science Theory, European History, or similar topics. The 

Sciences Po Director will judge each candidate’s background in these fields and his/her level of 

French before making the final acceptance decision. 

Contrary to what its name might suggest, Sciences Po should not be perceived as a 

Department of Political Science in the American sense.  Courses that one would normally find in 

an American Political Science Department are available; however, Sciences Po offers an 

interdisciplinary education which aims to provide students with a general knowledge with which 

to choose a field of specialization that is of particular interest to them. Linked to the 

Departments of Law, Economics and the Sciences at Aix-Marseille Université, Sciences Po 

offers classes taught by professors and researchers at the Law School and with professionals 

working in the fields of International Relations, Finance, International Commerce and 

Communication. 

In addition to regular Sciences Po courses, APA students are required to take the 

Conférence de méthode class called “Français langue étrangère”. The course is aimed at 

improving students’ written French and helping them understand the methodological demands 

of Sciences Po. The course, worth 2 credits, will also help students overcome difficulties in 

grammar and writing. 

 Courses offered at Sciences Po are either formal lecture-type courses or discussion classes 

called conférences de méthode. Most lecture courses meet for 20 hours during the semester. 

Many courses at Sciences Po are now offered in a 5-week intensive format, called périodes. 

Courses may be offered entirely in a single period, or spread across two, while some (semester 

courses) run across all three. Courses that meet in only one period will generally meet twice per 

week. You are strongly advised to spread your courses for the semester across all three periods 

rather than grouping many of them into one or even two. Be aware that even if a course meets 

only in the first period (i.e., the first five weeks of the semester), its final exam may well be 

during the final exam period in May. Most final exams are oral and not written. 

Students enrolled in courses at Sciences Po may not take first-year courses or the course 

Culture Générale. 

Programme d’Etudes Politiques  Semestriel (PEPS)  

In this program, you must select from a variety of elective courses (maximum of 7) and 

conférences de méthode for a maximum of 18 credits. In sum, your semester schedule will look 

something like this: 

Programme d’Etudes Politiques Semestriel (PEPS) including the conférence de méthode 

“Français langue étrangère” + no more than 2 program courses 
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SUL (Service Universitaire de Langues) 

SUL is the French language and culture institute associated with AMU. 

A student who has 4 semesters of French prior to starting the program or who does not have 

the B2 language level (determined by the placement test provided by SUL) will be enrolled at 

SUL for the semester. Students will be in class with other international students learning French 

language and culture. During the semester, SUL students will take French language classes at 

the appropriate level as determined by their placement test. In addition to the language course 

work, students will select several topic-focused French culture workshops. 

There is a fixed curriculum of morning language classes offered through SUL, plus elective 

courses offered in the afternoon for a minimum of 13 US credits per semester. Specific course 

options will be shared with you upon arrival. 

For your language courses you will be placed at the most appropriate level, determined by the 

SUL Placement test. Your course program will depend on your language level: A2/B1=12.5 

hours or level B1+=12 hours of language classes/week. 

 THEMATIC WORKSHOPS 

Depending on your level, you may be required to take the Phonétique (1h30) workshop. 

You will also need to select a minimum of 2 thematic workshops, such as the following: 

- Renforcement de l’écrit 

- Renforcement de l’oral 

- Ecriture créative 

- Découverte de la Provence 

- Bande dessinée 

- Littérature et chansons 

- Français parlé 

- Dialogues théâtre et cinéma 

- Méthodologie universitaire 

- Société française débats 

- Initiations aux médias 

- Lire et écrire avec les écrivains  

- Sciences et développement durable  

No other combination of classes is allowed in the APA program. 

Registration and Credits 

https://www.univ-amu.fr/en/public/sul-university-language-service
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In the context of any given course, you are expected to complete all work that degree-seeking 

students at the FAC, SUL and Sciences Po are expected to complete. However, you should be 

aware that the structure of the French institutions in which courses are taken is not the same as 

undergraduate programs in the United States. Degree-seeking students specialize from the 

beginning of their university studies. 

Courses at the FAC and Sciences Po are often embedded in larger and more comprehensive 

modules (groups of courses) meant to be taken together, sometimes as pre-requisites and 

provide in-depth training in a particular area. APA students rarely take all the courses in a 

particular module. Rather, you will choose parts of the module that interest you and fulfill your 

needs. 

Some of the large courses have parallel travaux dirigés (TD) for discussions, questions and 

answers, and supplementary work. If you enroll in such a large course, you must also enroll in a 

parallel travaux dirigés section. Similarly, you may not enroll in a parallel travaux dirigés section 

without also enrolling in the related lecture course (cours magistral). 

French educational institutions are often less “user-friendly” than American ones. The period 

between the distribution of the course descriptions (see Academic Structure and Courses 

below) and the first few weeks of class often strikes APA students as disorganized. Once you 

are in Aix, APA will give you all the information necessary to register as a student. 

No matter where you are enrolled, the general rule is that you will do the same oral and written 

work as that required of French students. You will take the final examinations at the same time 

as the French students, unless the professor of the course, in agreement with the Faculty 

Director, wants to evaluate your work in a different manner. This may depend on the level of the 

course. If you are enrolled in one of the certificate programs, you will be required to meet the 

academic obligations and final exam requirements as specified for that program. 

Both the academic structures and the process of selecting and enrolling in courses are different 

from anything you have been used to at your home university. During the first weeks in Aix, 

there will be several useful orientation meetings during which the FD will explain in detail 

important matters such as: 

●        academic calendar; 

●        the policy regarding attendance; 

●        the layout of plaquettes (course descriptions); 

●        the codes used to designate various disciplines and levels; 

●        the procedure for selecting and registering for courses; 

●        program policy regarding course contact hours and home university credits; 
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●        preparation of year-end transcripts. 

Selection of Courses 

AMU and Sciences Po have their own comprehensive course description systems. Navigating 

these systems can be a challenging and frustrating experience, but the APA office staff will help 

you in a variety of ways (see below) 

During the semester in Aix you must carry a minimum of 14 (including 1 credit for the 

Intensive course) credits. Maximum number of credits may differ by your home 

university so you should check with your advisor.  

Exceptions to these limits require advance written permission from your study abroad office 

and/or the Dean of Students office. 

Course descriptions 

AMU and Sciences Po offer a wide array of courses. Like all French universities, they do not 

usually publish catalogues and comprehensive timetables, in part because their budget is 

determined late regarding course offerings. However, each department of a division publishes a 

description of its degree programs and a list of courses for the year. At AMU, these are called 

Plaquettes. Plaquettes are generally available on the web, but the information needs to be read 

with care and is not always up to date many months ahead. Be aware that course listings and 

descriptions -plaquettes- are NOT systematically organized and presented across different 

departments.  For many courses and sections the meeting time and day is shown (most meet 

only once a week), sometimes along with a list of reading and reference materials, and even an 

indication of the way the course is graded. But some plaquettes can be difficult to decipher, for 

example you may find course titles but have to dig or look elsewhere to find course meeting 

times and places. 

Sciences Po publishes a list of courses each semester, which APA will provide for you, and 

online course descriptions and timetables. One of the main functions of our program orientation 

meetings is to familiarize you with both the academic structures and course offerings of your 

academic institution! 

Credit hours 

Note that the number of credits indicated in French university course information is for regular 

French and European degree-seeking students and does NOT correspond to the number of 

credits you will receive from Indiana University or the University of Wisconsin-Madison. 

For students’ convenience, we offer a print copy of each AMU department’s plaquettes at the 

APA office. The plaquettes are also available online.  As mentioned above, do not be surprised 

to discover that each AMU department has a different format for its plaquettes! You will need to 

go over them carefully to make a preliminary selection of courses. You will then schedule an 

advising session with your FD to finalize your course selection as much as possible. A card file 

of professor and course evaluations by past program students is available for consultation in the 

APA office. You will be asked to contribute to these toward the end of the year. 
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The FD will announce the dates of the beginning of classes as soon as they become available. 

Please note that these dates are often different for each institution, and some classes may not 

begin on the first day the institution is in session. It is your responsibility to check the bulletin 

boards and to begin attending classes when they start, even if your appointment with the FD 

has not yet been scheduled. Attend as many classes as you might want to register for, and 

make sure to write your name on any list the instructor may compile. This ensures your spot in 

the class, but does not bind you to it; you may drop it later. 

Classes which are not available for APA students, or are available with a caveat: 

1. General introductory classes on French literature and civilization or culture are usually 

not offered at French universities because these topics have been covered in secondary 

schools. However, AMU has recently begun to offer such courses, specifically aimed at 

foreign students. You will need to check with your home institution as to whether or not 

you can receive credit for such classes towards your major. 

2. Foreign language classes (other than French): Taking a foreign language other than 

French may be not allowed or discouraged depending on the student’s home university 

and/or major.  Thus, APA participants need to be aware of their home institution’s 

policies regarding studying languages other than French while on the APA program: 

o   UW-Madison students cannot take for credit foreign language courses taught at 

UW in languages other than French unless they have received approval from the 

appropriate department at UW prior to their departure. 

o   Indiana students are not allowed to take foreign language classes unless they 

have declared a major or a minor in the language. 

o   Maryland students are not allowed to take foreign language classes unless they 

have declared a major or a minor in the language and have received approval from 

the respective academic advisor and global learning advisor. 

3. Taking courses in English is not allowed. 

o   UW-Madison students may receive an exception to take courses in English 

offered by visiting scholars at Sciences Po, but only with pre-approval from the FD. 

o   Indiana University students are not permitted to take classes taught in English 

without the permission of their Study Abroad Advisor in Education Abroad and the 

FD. Exceptions will only be considered if the course taught in English is fulfilling a 

requirement in the student’s major. 

o   Maryland students are not permitted to take classes taught in English without the 

permission of their Global Learning Advisor and French Academic Advisor. 

Exceptions will only be considered if the student has strict graduation requirements. 
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4. If AMU offers any art classes as part of their regular course offerings, students may 

register for them. However, they must be aware that the number of credits they will 

receive may be different than for other classes. Students must obtain approval from their 

home institution prior to registering for these classes. 

5. Ceramics, drawing, sculpture, and practical workshops in the arts, are offered at the 

Ecole des Beaux-Arts. However, students in the APA program cannot take these 

courses for credit since APA does not have an agreement with this institution. 

6. Studio art courses are not allowed as part of the normal curriculum for students in the 

APA.  Students can take studio art courses on their own and at their own expense. They 

cannot assume that they will receive credit for studio art courses they take independently 

of APA. 

7. AMU has a Music Department and APA students may take such courses; however, 

unlike in American universities, instrument practice is NOT part of the courses offered.  

The courses are strictly theoretical in nature. 

8. Music / practice of an instrument: such courses are offered at the Conservatoire de 

Musique.  Classes at the Conservatoire are not part of the APA program. Students may 

take classes there (provided they are accepted) at their own expense. Students cannot 

assume that they will receive credit for music courses they take independently of APA. 

9. AMU has a cinema department (Arts du Spectacle), but APA students may only take the 

esthetic, historic and theoretical courses—not the film-making courses. 

Differences in academic background which affect your course selection 

The first three years of university study in France yields a diploma called the Licence. If you are 

at AMU,you will be selecting classes offered at the licence level. APA students typically take first 

or second year licence courses. Be aware that Licence 3 (3rd year classes), while available, may 

be too difficult and specialized for APA students who might not have the required background 

knowledge for this level.  If a student wishes to take Licence 3 classes, he/she must speak with 

the Faculty Director prior to enrolling in such classes. APA students at Sciences Po take classes 

at the 2nd and 4th year level (since the third year for French students is spent abroad). 

You may not take courses which duplicate work for which you have already received college 

credit. Such courses cannot count toward your degree and will not be approved by the FD. 

When selecting courses, keep in mind your degree requirements and the recommendations of 

your home campus advisors. UW-Madison, Indiana, and Maryland students should also keep in 

mind the possible equivalents in their home campus catalogs. 

Since you will have met with an academic advisor before going to France, you should have a 

clear idea of the course requirements you must satisfy, as well as personal preferences. Make a 

list of course requirements and give a copy to the FD. In your search for courses and 

discussions with the FD, you need a balance between your needs and wants and what Aix has 

to offer. During the first few weeks, you should plan to attend as many courses as you can that 

interest you, more courses than you will eventually end up taking for credit. For the first 2-3 

weeks, you will in effect go “course shopping” to decide which classes, professors, etc. you like 

the best before being asked to commit to a final schedule for the whole semester. Please also 
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be as helpful as you can to your fellow program students by giving or exchanging information 

you may have about courses. 

Check your university’s academic information concerning course equivalents. 

●        Indiana University: Students will be awarded IU course equivalencies for each 

class they take while abroad.  Students can begin having their courses evaluated while 

they are abroad or upon their return. Students who would like to begin the course 

evaluation process while abroad should first review the course equivalency list to see if 

the course has already been evaluated by an IU department for a specific equivalency.  

If it has not, students can begin the evaluation process by contacting the academic 

advisor from the department where they would like to receive credit for the course. Be 

sure to save all course materials (including your own work) to show to the 

appropriate faculty members at IU! 

●        UW-Madison: Equivalents and Course Equivalent Request (CER) 

Each course you take abroad must be assigned a UW-Madison “equivalent” and the 

grade you receive in the course also transfers back to be recorded on your UW-Madison 

transcript. In order to establish UW-Madison course equivalents for your study abroad 

courses, you will submit a Course Equivalent Request (CER) through your My Study 

Abroad account. The deadline to submit the CER is by the end of the fourth week of 

classes (not including the pre-session Cours Intensif). Detailed information on the UW 

course equivalent process that you will use through your My Study Abroad account is 

available in the IAP Study Abroad Handbook and in your My Study Abroad account 

under the academics tab. 

 UW students are also encouraged to read through the UW French Guide to Course 

Equivalents found in your MyStudyAbroad account under Handbooks for additional 

information specific to French course equivalents. 

●        University of Maryland: Students will be awarded French Language Resident 

Credit for courses taken in Aix. Once students have their intended course schedule, they 

should share the list and respective syllabus with both the French Academic Advisor and 

their Global Learning Advisor to begin the course evaluation process. For any students 

(mostly Sciences Po) who wish to get courses approved in other subject areas, they will 

need to have the syllabus translated and submit a transfer credit evaluation form for the 

course.  

Steps in course selection 

a.    Review course information 

b.    Attend onsite program information meetings about course selection 

c.    Begin to put your schedule together 

d.    Revise your schedule according to the courses available. 
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e.    Meet with the Faculty Director about your preliminary selection of courses. 

f.        Find out when your courses start by reading relevant department bulletin board 

at the university. 

g.    Attend the first class of each of your chosen courses, and make sure to write 

your name on any list that is circulated by the professor. 

h.    Meet with the FD to finalize your course selection. 

i.         Adjust your selection by adding or dropping courses. 

j.         Sign your course enrollment verification sheet. 

For students enrolled at AMU or Sciences Po, the general rule is that you will do the same oral 

and written work as that required of French students. You will take the final examinations at the 

same time they are given to French students, unless the professor of the course, in agreement 

with the Faculty Director, wants to evaluate your work in a different manner. French professors 

are extremely reluctant to agree to exceptions to the official exam schedule and format. This 

may depend on the level of the course. If you are enrolled in one of the certificate programs, you 

will be required to meet the academic obligations and final exam requirements as specified for 

that program. Note that in multi-section classes, mid-semester and final exams may be 

scheduled on Saturdays! Inquire with your professor at the beginning of the semester before 

scheduling weekend travel. 

Course Structure 

In the traditional structure of French courses (cours magistraux) the professor lectures and 

students take notes, read required texts, and prepare for an all-or-nothing final exam. An 

increasing number of courses have contrôles continus (i.e., oral reports or exposés), short 

papers (devoirs or mini-mémoires), mid-semester exams (partiels), all designed to give students 

some indication of their progress in the course. Nevertheless, some courses might still have 

only a final exam. Some of the large courses have parallel travaux dirigés, for discussions, 

questions and answers, and supplementary work. If you enroll in such a large course, you must 

also enroll in a parallel travaux dirigés section. Similarly, you may not enroll in a parallel travaux 

dirigés section without also enrolling in the related lecture courses.                                                 

Government funding has not kept pace with the recent dramatic increase in university 

enrollments in France, and few resources are available for repair and upkeep of heavily used 

classroom buildings. Thus, you may find the sprawling FAC AMU building shabby, crowded, and 

noisy. There is no break between classes, so students surging out of one class must jostle past 

those trying to enter for another. Try to arrive early and sit near the front of the classroom so 

that you have the best position for hearing and understanding the professor and are less 

distracted by student chatter during the lecture. 

ATTENTION!!!! It may be tempting to let your work go when your classes meet only once a 

week, but you will see that it takes far more effort to catch up with a delayed assignment or a 

missed class precisely because it is not like missing a class that meets three times a week.  

Your professors may seem somewhat undemanding, but this is an illusion. They may not be 

demanding about specific assignments, but they expect you to read beyond the class 
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assignments. Professors assume that you are a mature and responsible scholar who will take 

the initiative of reading widely from the bibliography without having to be told which specific 

pages to cover. Students doing only the “minimum” will find themselves in serious 

trouble toward the end of the semester. 

Credit 

Students will earn credit for semester-long courses as follows: 

Course option Credit 

FAC ALLSH courses 1 credit for each hour or 1.5 hours of class 

meeting per week. Please note that 

courses in some subjects such as Art may 

require more hours of class time per credit 

earned. Check with the FD first. 

FAC ALLSH courses with Travaux Dirigés 

sections and no common lecture 

Two 1.5 hour Travaux Dirigés = 3 CR 

Three 1.5 hour Travaux Dirigés = 4 CR 

Four 1.5 hour Travaux Dirigés = 6 CR 

FAC ALLSH courses with 2 common 

lectures 

2 X 1.5 = 3 CR 

Sciences Po semester conférences de 

méthode 

2 credits 

Sciences Po 20 hour-long courses 2 credits 

Strikes in France 

Student and faculty strikes occur regularly in France due to political, economic, and social 

conditions. Such strikes often result in class cancellations for a few days or even weeks until the 

strike has been resolved. If prolonged strikes result in multiple weeks of missed classes, APA 

and IAP will arrange for special make-up courses so that students receive the full academic 

content of classes affected by strikes. 

Drop/Add and Course Enrollment Verification 

Students wishing to drop a program class must do so within the first three weeks of classes. 

Students wishing to drop a direct-enroll class must follow the host university policy and 

procedures to do so. Each US institution has its own add/drop policy and deadlines for students 

so please be sure to connect with your home institution if you would like to drop a course. 

The FD will give you a Course Enrollment Verification worksheet which you should review 

carefully to make certain that it accurately reflects the courses in which you are enrolled.  

Course equivalents, where applicable, will be determined by your home institution after the 

program ends. It will be your task to work with enrollment specialists and advisors at your home 

institution to find existing equivalents for your chosen courses, or to make requests for course 

equivalents that do not already exist. 



27 

Pass/Fail 

The following information gives more details regarding Pass/Fail for students from the three 

consortium institutions. 

●        Indiana University: 

Please consult with your Study Abroad Advisor for direction on requesting pass/fail 

credit. You must complete the P/F process by the Monday of the 7th week of on-site 

classes. 

●        University of Wisconsin-Madison:  

UW-Madison students must refer to the Academics section of their MyStudyAbroad 

account for the rules governing Pass/Fail. A decision to declare a course as Pass/Fail 

must be completed and submitted by the deadline listed in MyStudyAbroad. 

●        University of Maryland   

UMD Students are not allowed to receive Pass/Fail credit while studying abroad. A letter 

grade will always be required in order to transfer credits back to the University. Students 

who select P/F annotations will be awarded 0 credits for the course.  

Incompletes 

You may NOT take an “incomplete,” regardless of home institution policy. Courses not 

completed will be recorded as Fs/Es on the home institution transcript. 

Attendance Policy 

Attendance in the SUL courses, Cours intensif and Cours du Programme, as well as in the 

Conférences de méthode at Sciences Po, TD (Travaux Dirigés at the FAC ALLSH), is required 

of all participants. No unexcused absences are allowed. Excused absences will only be allowed 

for illness (written statement from student will suffice for one absence; several or extended 

absence require a doctor’s letter). For every unexcused absence, the instructor will lower the 

final grade one (1) point (on the French grading scale of 0 to 20). 

Final Exams 

The exact date of final exams is variable. Depending on the institution, the list and dates are 

usually available by December for first semester courses, in March or April for second semester. 

You must make sure that your name appears in the lists of examinés. Incompletes are NOT 

permitted, and it is your responsibility to scrupulously observe all the deadlines and exam dates 

for a successful completion of your academic semester in Aix. 

When you agreed to participate in the program, you signed the acceptance form indicating that 

you would fulfill all program requirements. This includes completing all your final exams.  You 

must remain in Aix until you have taken all your exams. 

Honors Program 

The FD is not responsible for granting Honors credits. Please see your university’s academic 

information.   
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Individual Tutorial Assistance 

Students who need assistance in improving their French language and style of their papers will 

be able to consult with a program-designated individual tutor on a limited basis. The tutor(s) will 

be available a few hours per week for pre-scheduled appointments with individual students. All 

students can benefit greatly from this opportunity! 

Grades and Grade Conversions 

Students in France are graded on a scale from 0 to 20. The French say “la note de 20 est pour 

le bon Dieu, 19 est pour le professeur, et 18 est pour le meilleur élève.” Twelve is a perfectly 

respectable grade (B+/AB). In order to take into account the differences between French and 

U.S. grading practices, the APA has developed grade conversion scales for the Fac 

ALLSH/AMU, Sciences Po, the Cours intensif and the program courses.  Any grade with .5 or 

above will be rounded up to the next whole number. For example: 

10.5     = 11 

11.60  = 12 

8.63    =   9 

11.30  = 11 

The official French grade will be recorded by the FD as originally reported. Its equivalent will 

also be recorded, along with the French grade. The equivalent will be used in transferring the 

number grade to a U.S. letter grade. 

Grade Scales 

French Grades Indiana University UW-Madison UMD 

18 A A A 

17 A A A 

16 A A A 

15 A A A 

14 A A A 
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13 A- AB A- 

12 B+ AB B+ 

11 B+ AB B+ 

10 B B B 

9 B- BC B- 

8 B- BC B- 

7 C+ BC C+ 

6 C C C 

5 D D D 

4 D D D 

3 F F F 

2 F F F 

1 F F F 

Final Grades and Credits 

At the end of the academic semester, students will have the opportunity to meet with the Faculty 

Director individually to verify the courses they have taken during the semester. Students will 

also have the opportunity to discuss their overall impression of their studies and of the program. 

This session is not a time to negotiate or change grades earned during the program. When all 

grades are received, the Faculty Director will finalize the grade transcripts and forward them to 

home institutions to have grades posted to your official transcript. 
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Living Abroad 

France’s most salient characteristic is its exceptional diversity. The largest country in Western 

Europe, France is about 80% the size of Texas and extends from the coastal plains in the north 

to the beaches of the south; from the wild coastline of Brittany to the top of the Alps, with cliff-

lined canyons, dense forest and vineyards in between.  The highest point in Western Europe, 

Mont Blanc, is situated in the Alps on the border between France and Italy.  Metropolitan France 

also has extensive river systems such as the Loire, the Garonne, the Seine and the Rhône, 

which divides the Massif Central from the Alps and flows into the Mediterranean Sea at 

Camargue, the lowest point in France.  Corsica lies off the Mediterranean coast. 

Over the centuries, France has received more immigrants than any other country in Europe.  

From the ancient Celtic Gauls and Romans to the more recent arrivals from France’s former 

colonies in Indochina and Africa, these peoples have introduced new elements of culture, 

cuisine, and art, all of which have contributed to France’s unique and diverse civilization.  

On the western edge of Europe, France is situated between England and Italy, Belgium and 

Spain, North Africa and Scandinavia. This is, of course, how the French have always regarded 

their country—at the very center of things. 

Official France websites: 

www.fr.franceguide.com 

www.justfrance.org/ 

www.france.com 

www.francetourism.com 

Aix-en-Provence 

Situated in southeastern France, Aix has a cosmopolitan yet intimate environment with a 

population of 150,000. As the former capital of the Kingdom of Provence and a former Roman 

spa town, the city features remains from Roman and medieval times. For centuries, Aix has 

been famous for its art, its many music festivals, its fountains, and its pleasant climate. Since 

the middle of the 20th century, Aix has experienced an unprecedented demographic and 

economic expansion.  It continues to develop its university and culture with enthusiasm. The 

renovation works of the historical center, the rebirth of its lyrical arts festival, the Cité du Livre 

and the Pavillon Noir, the National Choreographic Center, constitute testimony of its cultural 

vocation open to the world.  

You will encounter a variety of open-air markets and can enjoy wandering down the tree-lined 

Cours Mirabeau with its many cafés and shops. The beautiful Provençal countryside around the 

city has been immortalized in many of Cézanne’s paintings. You will be able to visit Marseille 

http://www.fr.franceguide.com/
http://www.justfrance.org/
http://www.france.com/
http://www.francetourism.com/
http://www.aixenprovencetourism.com/
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and the Côte d’Azur, and your location allows you to explore major cities and cultural centers in 

Europe. 

Aix enjoys a mild climate; it is protected from the winds of the North but is slightly affected by 

the Mistral (a famous, cool, gusty wind in southeastern France). The average daily temperatures 

vary between 5-6° Celsius (January) and 23˚ ° (July). Typically there are more than 300 days of 

sunshine each year. The dry summer is pleasant owing to a light perpetual breeze, but there 

may be short periods of very hot weather, called “la canicule”. Autumn can be rainy and winter 

may be cold. 

APA Program Office & Facilities 

In the APA program office, you will find a reading/meeting room and a room equipped with 2 

computers, a printer (you will have to provide your own paper) and access to Wi-Fi (available 

only for academic use). The program library has books, some reference materials and 

dictionaries. You are welcome to use these facilities during regular office hours. 

The APA office is typically open from 9:00-12:00 and 2-5:00 PM Monday-Friday. The onsite staff 

will post any other office closures on the WhatsApp group, so you should make sure to check it 

daily before heading to the office. 

Libraries 

French university libraries, as well as public libraries, close early in the evening. Therefore, 

libraries are not available as places where you can study late. The University library catalog is 

available for students and you may want to use the public library (Cité du Livre) where you can 

check out items without charge. 

The Cité du Livre (Méjanes) has a very rich collection of books and large reading rooms where 

a lot of French students study for their exams. 

Housing and Housing-related Matters 

You will receive a housing preference form through your home institution. The more information 

you provide, the more helpful the form will be for the onsite staff that will help to identify your 

housing options. 

For your lodging in Aix, you can choose either a rented room in someone’s apartment or your 

own apartment from a list of choices that the APA office will send before you arrive in Aix. 

Students with any dietary restrictions should be prepared to live in apartments, as it is difficult if 

not impossible to find rented room & board situations where restrictions can be accommodated. 

It is important to know that the real estate market is complicated in Aix and that it is not easy to 

find housing for international and French students. We ask for your flexibility as your 

accommodation in Aix may not be your top choice, may not meet all your expectations and may 

https://catalogue.univ-amu.fr/
https://catalogue.univ-amu.fr/
https://catalogue.univ-amu.fr/
https://catalogue.univ-amu.fr/
http://www.citedulivre-aix.com/
http://www.citedulivre-aix.com/
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not meet the standards you are used to. You will therefore need to be adaptable and flexible 

in your expectations of the housing. 

Once options have been found, you will receive a presentation of currently available housing 

options (descriptions of specific places, photos, rent amounts, location in Aix, whether 

independent apartments or rooms in French households) and you’ll be asked to rank your 

preferences. If you are alone in your first choice, you will get this option; if several students want 

the same option, we will draw names to choose who gets it. Those remaining will typically still 

get their second, third, fourth or fifth choice. After your arrival, after an informational housing 

meeting, you will go to see your housing, meet your landlord/host, and sign a lease. You are 

NOT required to live in any of the housing options provided by APA, and you are 

welcome to look for housing on your own. We provide these options just for your 

convenience. 

Please note that during the semester, if you decide to change your accommodation, you must 

inform your landlord one month in advance and that it will be your responsibility to find another 

accommodation. 

Housing options 

The walkable city center of Aix, dating from the Middle Ages, is ringed by a circle of boulevards 

and squares and is called Aix intra-muros (i.e., Aix inside the walls). This part of the city is 

certainly very lively but since it is the oldest part of Aix, all the housing there (apartment or 

rooms) are located in very old buildings and rooms may seem rather small on the American 

scale. 

A more recent development around the city center offers more modern apartments but is farther 

away from the city attractions, requiring longer walks or bus rides. Students should be aware 

that most buses do not run after about 8:30 PM or so (depending on the line) or on Sundays. 

When considering where you want to live, you should ask yourself the following questions: 

Where do I want to live? 

●        In the city center, near the shops, restaurants, theaters. 

●        Near the university, 10 - 15 minutes on foot from the city center. Living near the 

university will mean living outside of the city center. It is important to consider that the 

bus does not run after 9:00 pm. However, rents tend to be less expensive near the 

university compared to living in the city center. 

●        Are you a night owl or a morning person? Do you like to go out? 

●        The building: its location, what floor the apartment is on, if there is an elevator or 

not, etc. 

●        The neighborhood: if there are shops, buses, etc. 
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●        Is the electrical heating system, gas or central heating system? Central heating is 

preferred but most apartments tend to have electrical heating. Electrical heating can be 

expensive, depending on your personal usage habits. 

Link for a map of Aix city center 

Map of Aix-en-Provence – outskirts 

Living in a Rented Room 

Living with French hosts can allow direct connection to the local way of living and can provide 

you with the opportunity to experience the daily life of a new culture. The level of integration 

students experience with their hosts will vary—some families will really integrate the students as 

part of their family; others may have a more independent approach. Living in a French 

environment will already require you to adjust to French habits and constraints you may not be 

used to, and it can be a challenge to adapt to these new attitudes or customs. For example, 

electricity in France (and Europe) is expensive and people are careful to use much less than is 

the case in U.S. households. People usually turn off the lights when they leave a room. In 

addition, most French houses do not have an unlimited supply of hot water (which is expensive 

to heat with gas or electricity). Taking a long shower is thus inappropriate; in addition to its high 

cost, it means that nobody else in the family will get a shower until the water heater has had a 

chance to heat more water. 

Your hosts will typically be retired people, single parents with children, parents or single parents 

whose children have left to study elsewhere. There are very few traditional families (parents and 

children) living in the center of Aix. 

For most of the rented room options, it is not possible to host friends/family who may 

visit you in Aix. 

Option 1: Rented Room 

Renting a room in someone else’s apartment allows you to be in contact with French speakers 

and to have access to the owners' kitchen and bathroom. You will not be provided with meals. 

Sometimes linens are not supplied so you should be prepared to buy them in Aix. 

Rented rooms will cost approximately ~600-700 euros per person per month and you will pay 

the host directly. You will need to pay one month rent immediately upon arrival and two months’ 

rent (which includes a security deposit) a few weeks after arrival. You will also need to sign a 

housing agreement. The security deposit will be reimbursed at the end of the stay if no damage 

is found. 

Usually you do not have to pay utilities when you rent a room. But if the landlord informs you 

that you will be responsible for utility costs (gas and electricity), plan for about 50 euros per 

month. Typically you will move directly into their room upon arrival, and rent the room until the 

end of May  

https://fr.calameo.com/aixenprovencetourism/read/005281497b08abf1f37e6
https://fr.calameo.com/aixenprovencetourism/read/005281497829d50163c42
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Students wishing to leave the rented room must give one month’s notice, inform the program 

and pay in full the following month (ex.: if notice is given by Feb 15, the full rent for March will be 

owed) and find their own alternative housing. 

Option 2: Rented Room and Board 

This option offers an independent room to the students as well as board (typically 7 French 

breakfasts and 5 dinners) during the week. You will have the opportunity to practice speaking 

and listening in French at dinner. 

Rented rooms with board will cost approximately 820-870 euros per month depending upon the 

location of the family. For instance, those students assigned to a rented room outside the city 

center will typically pay less to compensate for their extra transportation costs, whereas 

students assigned to a rented room inside the city center will typically pay more. You will need 

to pay one month rent immediately upon arrival and two months’ rent (which includes a security 

deposit) a few weeks after arrival. You will also need to sign a housing agreement. The security 

deposit will be reimbursed at the end of the stay if no damage is found. 

Usually you do not have to pay utilities when you rent a room. But if the landlord informs you 

that you will be responsible for utility costs (gas and electricity), plan for about 50 euros per 

month. Typically you will move directly into your room upon arrival, and rent the room until the 

end of May. 

Students wishing to leave the host family must give one month’s notice, inform the program and 

pay in full the following month (ex.: if notice is given by Feb 15, the full rent for March will be 

owed) and find their own alternative housing. 

Living in a Residence Hall (for Sciences Po students only) 

Sciences Po offers its international students the opportunity to reside in a residence hall. 

It's important to understand that French university residences (cités universitaires) are very 

different from those in the USA. They are managed by the Centres Régionaux des Œuvres 

Universitaires et Scolaires (CROUS), and their primary mission is to provide affordable housing 

to students, particularly those from modest backgrounds and those receiving scholarships. 

Spaces are reserved for international students from all over the world. 

Housing in a university residence is generally very economical. Rents can range from €269 to 

€300 per month. The rooms, typically 10-14m², include a shower, a sink, and a refrigerator. 

Bedding (sheets, towels, blankets, pillows) is not provided. Kitchens are communal, and the 

residences are co-ed. University residences are spread throughout the city and are a maximum 

of a 20-minute walk from the city center. Ancillary services (such as gyms or elaborate common 

rooms) are less developed than in American "dorms." There are no "Resident Advisors," 

organized social events, or activities. 
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Sciences Po students will receive an email directly from the university on the process to request 

a room. You should follow the steps carefully as the process to reserve a room is somewhat 

involved: 

·         Step 1:  You have to create a “Mes Services Etudiant" account for the duration you 

are going abroad. 

·         Step 2: You receive a room offer by email. Once you receive your room offer by 

email you have 120 hours to confirm and pay a deposit of 100€. This deadline is strict! 

·         Step 3: You have to complete and upload all required documents before arrival, 

otherwise you will not be allowed to enter the room! 

There is no possibility to choose or change the residence you are assigned and you will 

pay for the whole period (you cannot add or subtract months from your contract). You 

will also need to pay for the entire period of your stay up front before you can access the 

room. 

Living in an Apartment 

Most apartments available in Aix are one-room apartments (studios) or two-room apartments (a 

bedroom and a living room). It is highly unlikely that you will be given an option for a large 

furnished apartment in the center of Aix, so do not plan on living with a large group of people. It 

is a challenge to find places for 3 people. 

If you want to share an apartment with somebody else from the program, you need to find a 

roommate before your arrival, and you will need to notify the APA staff about your preference. 

Studios accommodate one person or can be furnished to accommodate two people. Two-room 

apartments have a living room and a bedroom for two people. Three-room apartments have a 

living room and two bedrooms. 

All apartments have a bathroom and a kitchen. The kitchen usually includes a small refrigerator, 

a small electric hot plate (sometimes a stove) and kitchenware. You may bring your own linens 

or buy them in Aix, and you are advised to bring a sleeping bag which will be useful in your 

apartment (Aix can be cold in the winter!)  or for travel. Some apartments may also furnish 

comforters. Students choosing to live in an apartment should be aware that, in France, landlords 

take little responsibility for daily housekeeping. Please keep in mind that apartments in 

downtown Aix are older and will not have the same amenities that you are accustomed to. 

Don’t expect to share an apartment with French students, since they have already moved into 

their apartments at the beginning of the academic year. 

APA students usually share apartments with other students from the program. Whatever type of 

lodging you find, be prepared to spend money for additional pots and pans and dishes. Only 

minimal equipment is supplied.   
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What should I check during my visit to the apartment? 

- Verify the state of the furniture, open the cupboards 

- Run the water, flush the toilet 

- Open the windows to test the noise 

-  Ask if the heating system is electrical, gas or central heating system.  Central heating is 

preferred but most apartments tend to have electrical heating.  Electrical heating can be 

expensive, depending on your personal usage habits. 

- Verify that the doorbell works. 

- Check the electrical box and wiring to make sure it is in good shape. 

- Lock and unlock the door several times 

Security Deposit and Paying Rent 

One of the first things you will do when you move into your lodging is pay a security deposit (or 

damage deposit, called caution in French), equal to a maximum of two months’ rent. Some 

landlords may ask you to pay this deposit before your arrival in Aix in order to finalize the 

reservation of your accommodation. If this is the case, you will have to make a bank transfer 

from the USA (this may incur bank charges) to pay the deposit. The security deposit is 

reimbursed at the end of the rental period if no damages are found and if your lodging is 

thoroughly cleaned. To get your full deposit back, you must carefully clean and repair or replace 

any broken objects (light bulbs, dishes, etc) and the household linen must be dry-cleaned.  It is 

strongly recommended that you take photos of your accommodations when you first move in to 

have as a reference when you leave at the end of your program. 

Legally, the landlord has three months to give you back the deposit, however some landlords 

are willing to give your money back when you move out of the apartment. 

Rent is paid directly to your landlord at the beginning of each month. Payment can be made in 

cash or by bank transfer in Euros. You can withdraw cash from an ATM in Aix, keeping in mind 

your daily withdrawal limits. If you choose to pay by bank transfer, the landlord will provide you 

with the details. 

The average rent for a studio is approximately 600-800 Euros per month, plus utilities. The 

average rent for a two-room apartment is approximately 1100-1500 Euros per month; i.e. 600-

750 Euros per person per month, plus utilities. 

Lease (“bail”) 

If you find your own apartment, we suggest that you carefully review your lease with the APA 

office before signing it, so that you can clarify any parts that you may have trouble translating. 

You should know who the landlord is and have his/her phone number. 

Things to consider: 

- You and your landlord will have to agree upon occupancy dates. 
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- Is the contract “collective”, signed by all the roommates, sharing the same 

responsibilities? (This could imply some risks should there be damages to the apartment 

or if someone moves out. If you decide to break your lease, it is your responsibility to 

find other tenants to replace you.) 

- Ask if the utilities are included or excluded from your rent. If they are not included, you 

will be responsible for utility costs (Wifi, gas and electricity) and for putting the utility 

account in your name. Utilities can cost between 60-80 euros/month. Ask if there are any 

additional building fees or taxes that you will be expected to pay. 

- Ask if you have to give verbal or written notice a month or two in advance of your 

departure. 

Utilities (“Charges”) 

Ask if the utilities are included or excluded from your rent. They are usually excluded. If not 

included, you will be responsible for utility costs (Wifi, gas and electricity which run about 60/80 

Euros per month per person) and for putting the utility account in your name. For your 

information only, an estimated cost of your water consumption is often included in the utility bill. 

As soon as you move into your apartment, APA will provide you with instructions for how to deal 

with the electricity, gas, and internet connection. 

Internet is still much less common in France than it is in the US. Your lodging may not have 

internet access; if this is the case, you will have the possibility of ordering it for approximately 50 

euros per month. 

It is also advisable to ask your landlord if you will have other utilities or other costs related to 

your lodging. 

In addition to the three main bills: electricity, gas, and internet, you may come across building 

fees. These are expenses shared by all those who live in your building to cover staircase 

cleaning and electrical power in common areas such as hallways/foyers. Ask if the building fees 

are included in the rent. 

Student Life 

Extracurricular Activities 

You can join sport centers (for a fee) where you will have access to many types of sport 

opportunities (karate, aerobics, weights, etc). The university sports center allows registering 

only for one activity, once a week.  You can also join club teams, which is a great way of 

meeting French students. Past participants strongly recommend this. 

You should make sure to read the bulletin boards at the university as well as in town to find out 

about interesting lectures, internship possibilities, study sessions, and other events that may be 

of interest to you. 
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Shopping 

Stores in Aix-en-Provence are typically open from Monday afternoon to Saturday evening from 

9:00 or 10:00 until 7:00 pm, with a long break for lunch in the middle of the day. Larger 

stores and supermarkets do not close during lunch and are open on Sunday. 

Laundry 

A few student apartments have a washing machine in the bathroom or kitchen, but most 

apartments do not. It is almost impossible to find a student apartment with a dryer. You should 

identify the closest laundromat to your housing when you first move in. 

Excursions  

The program pays for transportation and guide as well as entrance to any museums for 

program-sponsored excursions. Meals are not usually covered. These excursions are 

considered a part of the academic program and participation is obligatory unless the student 

has an approved excuse.  If space allows, visiting family members (but not friends) are allowed 

to accompany the group, but they must pay their own entrance fees and any meal costs. The 

program may also arrange visits to theaters. 

For each absence from one or more of these activities, you will lose 2 points on your 

final grade (out of 20) of the intensive course. 

Transportation 

Since Aix-en-Provence is a small city, most of the students prefer to walk. You can also use the 

city buses, but note that most of the buses stop running by about 8:30 pm. Students who wish to 

have a bicycle can buy a used one in a second-hand store in Aix. 

You will have ample opportunities to travel during your stay in Aix. We advise you, however, not 

to let travel plans interfere with your study. For all trips lasting overnight or longer, for safety 

reasons, you must fill out a form with Patricia Reffay in the program office, indicating the 

approximate itinerary, dates, and addresses. 

Safety 

You are strongly discouraged from traveling to areas both in the country and in the surrounding 

areas that the U.S. State Department has designated as hazardous or has advised against 

travel to. Make sure to check the U.S. State Department website for Travel Advisories and 

Consular Information Sheets for any country you are considering traveling to or through 

(http://travel.state.gov/index.html) before you make any travel plans. 

In addition, make sure to leave your travel itinerary with the APA program as well as with a 

family or friend in the U.S. in case someone needs to reach you in a hurry, as well as for your 

own protection. 

Student Testimonials 
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The testimonials below are from past participants; they reflect various students’ experiences 

and are included to provide different perspectives.  The program does not endorse any specific 

view expressed in this section. 

Preparations Before Leaving 

Pre-departure orientations in Madison helped a lot when thinking about what to bring, securing a 

visa, and buying a plane ticket. I also did some research about Aix in guidebooks and online 

which helped me visualize where I would be spending the next 10 months. 

In terms of packing, less the better.  Practically everything we can buy in the US you can find 

here.  In France, it is very appropriate to wear the same outfit multiple times a week—on a 

whole, French people don’t have as many clothes as Americans—they prefer to buy fewer items 

that are of better quality.  Nonetheless, the French women dress impeccably and it is easy to 

feel that you lack their level of sophistication, class…But don’t let that get to you.  

Mentally, the only thing you can do to prepare is just go with an open mind.  No mind-prepping 

could have possibly prepared me for what was coming up in the next 10 months. 

Travel and Arrival Information 

If possible, fly into the Marseille airport and take a taxi to Aix. It will cost a little more, but it 

eliminates a lot of the hassle of dragging your bags around. 

Make sure you buy the “Carte Avantage Jeune” at a train station soon after you arrive in the 

city. It gives you great deals on all train travel in France, which is great if you're planning on 

doing a lot of traveling. 

APA Resources in Aix 

APA has some great resources that you would be silly not to use. For example, the onsite office 

and faculty whose job it is to be there for you. The office is a great place to study- they have 

extra computers, a nice open space, a library of books, and a printer- which I imagine you will 

use the most. (Oh, also WIFI! Pronounced “wee-fee” in French) 

The faculty members there are also a wealth of knowledge…don’t be shy about reaching out to 

them for advice on traveling in the region, where to get a haircut, or anything under the sun. 

Academic Program 

Academics in France are much different from the United States. Be prepared to sit in long 

lectures and do a lot of reading on your own. It may seem scary the first few weeks, but if you 

put in a little effort you'll be surprised at how well you adapt. 

Don't be afraid to talk to your professors if you're having problems.  They're usually pretty 

accommodating to foreign students. 

Living Abroad 

I would by far consider it the best thing I have done in my life thus far.  Although sad and 

nostalgic for friends and family back home at times, I met a great base of friends that definitely 
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filled the missing gaps.  Every day I was faced with something I would not have experienced at 

home and there is no price in the world for that. 

The cost of living in Aix is significantly higher than the cost of living in Madison. However, there 

are ways to save here and there. For example, take advantage of the fresh open air 

markets…the produce is much better and way cheaper than buying at the French equivalent of 

a Wal-Mart (Monoprix). Actually, Monoprix is going to be the most expensive option, always; but 

sometimes inevitable.  Also, a lot of places offer student discounts, like the movie theaters, so 

take advantage of those opportunities and always ask…it can’t hurt! 

Studying abroad was by far the best thing I've done with my college experience. At first I had a 

hard time integrating into French culture, but at the end of my time in Aix I felt like I was a part of 

the community. Seize every opportunity you can to travel, meet people from other countries, 

and of course speak French! 

The Language 

How much you improve in your language is 110% up to you. You get to speak English for the 

rest of your life, so speak French with the locals as often as you can…even if they insist on 

replying in English when they hear your accent (which they will sometimes).  Don’t get 

discouraged, (most of the time) they aren’t trying to be mean but just want to practice their 

English! There is no better way to learn French than hearing/conversing with natives. I cannot 

stress it enough. 

Useful Phrases/glossary of words related to housing 

French Phrase English Phrase 

Pouvez-vous me confirmer le montant du 

loyer par mois / mensuel? 

Could you please confirm the amount of the 

rent per month? 

Est-ce que les charges sont comprises ou 

non dans le loyer? 

Si oui, quelles sont les charges qui sont 

comprises? 

Are the utilities included in the rent? 

  

If yes, what utilities are included? 

Puis-je avoir une quittance de loyer / reçu, 

par écrit, de tous les paiements que je fais? 

Could I have a receipt for all the payments I 

submit? 
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Quel est le montant du dépôt de garantie/ 

de la caution? 

What is the amount of the deposit? 

Dois-je laisser un ou deux mois de caution? Should I pay a one or two month deposit? 

La caution me sera-t-elle restituée à la fin 

de l'année / semestre? Quelles sont les 

conditions de restitution de ma caution? 

Will the deposit be given back to me at the 

end of year / semester? 

Quelle est la durée du préavis de départ? What is the length of the notice period – or 

how early in advance do I have to notify 

you I am moving out? 

Est-ce que je dois vous donner mon préavis 

par lettre recommandée avec accusé de 

réception? 

Do I have to give you my notice through 

registered mail? 

Quel est le montant des factures d'eau, 

d'électricité, de gaz, d’internet,… par mois? 

How much can I anticipate paying for water, 

electricity, gas, internet per month? 

Est-ce que le chauffage est électrique, au 

gaz ou collectif? 

Is the heating system electrical, gas or 

central heating? 

J'aime beaucoup cet appartement et je 

voudrais le louer / prendre la chambre. 

I like this apartment a lot and I would like to 

rent it. 

Puis-je avoir un peu de temps pour 

réfléchir? 

Can I have a little time to think about it? 

  

French Word English Translation 

A   
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Agence immobilière Real estate agency 

Appart. Abbreviation for “apartment” 

Ascenseur Lift, elevator 

B   

Bail Lease 

Balcon Balcony 

Bureau Study room 

C   

Caution Deposit 

Centre ville City center 

Chambres d’hôtes Guest House 

Chambre simple Single bedroom 

Chambre double Double bedroom 

Charges comprises (CC) Included utilities 

Chauffage collectif Central heating system 

Contrat de location Rent contract 
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Cuisine américaine Connected kitchen 

Cuis. Ind. Equip : cuisine indépendante 

équipée 

Equipped independent kitchen 

Coin cuisine Gallery kitchen, kitchenette 

D   

Déménager / un déménagement To move 

Dépôt de caution Security Deposit 

Douche Shower 

E   

Entrée Entrance way 

Etage Floor 

Expulsion Eviction 

F   

Facture Bills (electricity, water, gas, telephone, etc.) 

Frais d’agence Real estate agency commission 

Fumeur / Non-fumeur Smoker/non-smoker 

H   
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Honoraires Fees 

I   

Immeuble Building 

Intra-muros The area in the city center, inside the walls 

L   

Lit 1 personne Single bed 

Lit 2 personnes Double bed 

Lit d’appoint Extra bed 

Louer (la location)         A louer To rent (the rent)  for rent 

Libre de suite Immediately available 

M   

Meublé / non meublé Fully furnished / not furnished 

Mobilier Furniture 

P   

Préavis de départ Departure notice 

Propriétaire Landlord 
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R   

Récent recently constructed building 

Résiliation du bail/contrat Contract termination 

Rez-de-chaussée First floor (ground floor) 

S   

Salle de bain Bathroom 

Studio (meublé) (furnished) studio 

Sur cour Overlooking a yard 

Sur jardin Overlooking a garden 

T   

T1 One roomed flat 

T2 One bedroom flat 

T3 Two bedroom flat 

T4 Three bedroom flat 

Tout confort Very comfortable 

V   
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Villa House 

Voisin Neighbor 

W   

WC Restroom, toilets 

  

 


