Belgium, Brussels Fall/Academic Year 2009-10
Program Handbook

Congratulations on being selected to participate in the study abroad program in Brussels, Belgium. You are about to embark upon an amazing experience and incredible opportunity!
This program is offered by International Academic Programs (IAP) at the University of Wisconsin-Madison in partnership with Council for International Educational Exchange (CIEE).  Throughout the course of your study abroad experience you will be communicating with both IAP and CIEE staff.  It is essential that you pay close attention to all information provided to you from both organizations.  This IAP Program Handbook supplements handbook(s) or materials you receive from CIEE as well as the IAP Study Abroad Handbook and provides you with the most up-to-date information and advice available at the time of printing.  Changes may occur before your departure or while you are abroad.  

CIEE handles the program’s day-to-day operations.  Generally, questions about aspects of your program abroad should be directed to CIEE (e.g., housing information, program facilities abroad, extracurricular activities offered as part of the program, etc.)  Questions relating to your relationship with UW-Madison or your academics should be addressed to International Academic Programs at UW-Madison (e.g., course credits, equivalents, UW Madison registration, etc.)
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Contact Information

CIEE On-Site Contact Information

Dr. Michelangelo Van Meerten
Resident Director

Boulevard Louis Schmidt 10



B-1040 Brussels  Belgium

Tel/Fax: (32) 2-732-45-74

Email:  Michelangelo.van.meerten@

             belgacom.net

CIEE Pre-departure Contact Information
Amanda Gilliam, Enrollment Officer

CIEE –Europe Programs

300 Fore Street

Portland, ME 04101 USA

Tel: +1.207.553.4099

Fax: +1.207.553.5099

Email: agilliam@ciee.or

UW-Madison Information

International Academic Programs (IAP)

University of Wisconsin-Madison

250 Bascom Hall, 500 Lincoln Drive

Madison, WI 53706

Tel:  608-265-6329  
Fax: 608-262-6998

Web: www.studyabroad.wisc.edu

	For Program Advising & Grades:


Katie Saur
IAP Study Abroad Advisor

Tel: 608-890-0939
E-mail: kbsaur@bascom.wisc.edu

	For Financial Matters:

Judy Humphrey

IAP Financial Specialist

Tel: 608-262-6785

E-mail: jhumphrey@bascom.wisc.edu 


Emergency Contact Information

In case of an emergency, call the main IAP number (608) 262-2851 between 7:45 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Monday-Friday; after-hours or on weekends call the IAP staff on call at (608) 516-9440.

In an emergency, you or a family member can call CIEE 24 hours a day at 1-800-40-STUDY (from the US) or 207-553-7600 (US and overseas). This number is monitored 24 hours per day and will put you in touch with CIEE program staff in Maine.

Embassy Registration

Program participants who are U.S. citizens must register at the U.S. Embassy before departure as this will help in case of a lost passport or other mishap.  You can register on-line at <https://travelregistration.state.gov>. If you are not a U.S. citizen, register at your home country’s embassy or consulate.

U.S. Embassy in Brussels

Regentlaan 27 Boulevard du Régent

B-1000 Brussels

Tel: 32-2-508-2111

Fax: 32-2-511-2725

Web: http://www.usembassy.be

Program Dates 

Fall Semester dates tba (generally mid-August to mid-December)
August 16 Program start date 

August 16 - 21 Orientation Week 

August 23 Day trip to Waterloo and Villers-la-Ville 

August 24 Start of Vesalius Fall semester courses August 29 Day trip to Brugge/Bruges 

September 8 Morning trip: NATO in Brussels September 24 Field trip to the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia in The Hague and to Delft 

September 29 Field trip to the European Investment Bank in Luxembourg October 5 - 9 Mid-term Exam period 

October 16 – 18 Weekend group excursion to Normandy 

Oct 31 – Nov 8 Fall break 

November 11 Public holiday (Vesalius closed) 

November 20 Theodore Verhaegen Day (founder of ULB and VUB, Vesalius closed) 

November 21 Day trip to Ypres November 26 Thanksgiving dinner 

November 28 Day trip to Aachen/Aix-la-Chapelle December 4 Last day of classes 

December 7 - 11 Final Exam period 

December 11 Farewell dinner 

December 13 Official end to Fall program 

December 21 Last day of availability of rooms 

***The dates and places for the Excursions are tentative*** 
All students must participate in the orientation and must arrive on site by 12PM on the 16th of August 
Some past students have recommended arriving at least a day early. If you are planning to arrive prior to orientation, you may contact the orientation hotel or any other hotel in Brussels to make your own reservations for those extra night(s) at your own expense. Students who arrive early are responsible for any expenses (travel, lodging, food, etc.) incurred before the start of orientation. 

For students arriving early there will be the opportunity to meet informally with the staff and other early arrivals the evening of August 15th 

Orientation Location: 
Sleep Well Youth Hotel 

23, rue du Damier 

1000 Bruxelles 

Tel: (32-2) 218 50 50 

Fax: (32-2) 218 13 13 

http://www.sleepwell.be 
info@sleepwell.be
Academic year dates tba (generally mid-August to mid-May)
Please refer to your CIEE Handbook for specific program and excursion dates.

Preparations Before Leaving
Refer to the Pre-Departure Checklist on pages four and five of the IAP Study Abroad Handbook and your CIEE handbook for essential information.

Immigration Documents

Participants will need to obtain a student visa for this program.  For students over 21, you will need to obtain a nationwide criminal history record (FBI identification record) for your visa application. This process can take between 2-3 months, so you will want to request this immediately. CIEE provides detailed information on the visa process, as well as the FBI record.  Contact CIEE directly regarding any questions you may have about the visa process.
Travel and Arrival Information

Travel and arrival information will be provided by CIEE. 
The Academic Program
General Information
Vesalius College (VECO), a unique European institution structured and administered like a U.S. undergraduate college, is an international college affiliated with the Dutch-speaking Vrije Universiteit Brussels (VUB). The VUB split in 1970 from the original Universite Libre de Bruxelles (ULB), considered the premier French-speaking University in Belgium.  Vesalius College is located on the VUB campus in an area south-east of central Brussels.  Of the 300 or so students who attend Vesalius, approximately 30% are Belgian nationals, 10% are from the U.S., and the remainder are from more than 70 other countries.

Participants select courses from among various course offerings at Vesalius College including business, international studies, political science, communications, French, Dutch, and German.  As in the U.S., courses are numbered according to level: 100-level courses are introductory and geared to first-year students; 200-level are sophomore level; and 300-level are designed for juniors and seniors with some background knowledge of the discipline.

Vesalius courses are taught in English in an interactive format familiar to U.S. students, but most of the professors are European and may opt to give oral examinations, for example.  Most courses meet once a week for a three-hour period (with a break), which is also common in Europe and similar to graduate level seminars in the U.S.
Language courses are taught in French at all levels.  Students are placed in the appropriate level on the basis of a placement test administered during the orientation week.  French classes are held at least twice a week for a total of 3 hours per week.  Those students with sufficient level of French language (roughly equivalent to 5-6 semesters of college-level French) may choose to enroll in a French-taught course at the Université Libre de Bruxelles (ULB).  However, students who wish to take ULB courses are required to take at least two courses at Vesalius College as well as French Language and must also obtain permission from the Resident Director and the professor at ULB.  ULB courses typically start two weeks after orientation and typically meet once a week for two hours or a total of 30 semester hours.  For more information on ULB and the most recent course listings, consult their website at <http://www.ulb.ac.be>.  Similarly, students with strong Dutch skills may be able to take courses in Dutch at the Vrije Universiteit Brussel (VUB).  The Resident Director will facilitate this process.  Consult your CIEE program handbook for additional course details.

Registration

Registration information will be provided by CIEE.  In general, CIEE will communicate with you by email.  You will receive detailed information on courses and requirements in your online CIEE acceptance materials. Read all of the CIEE materials carefully and return all CIEE forms directly to CIEE by their deadline date.  
Course Information
Courses

A typical course load for CIEE students is five courses, including a required core course entitled “Contemporary Europe: The Belgium Experience”, a required French or Dutch course, and three area studies courses taught in English.  

For the required French/Dutch course, participants who have never had any French or Dutch will be enrolled in either French 107 (Beginning Conversational English) or the beginning Dutch course.  Students who have taken French previously are placed in the appropriate level on the basis of a placement test administered during the orientation week.  The placement test consists of both written and oral parts. Students who have high intermediate or advanced French are also eligible to take courses at the ULB with French speaking students. Students with advanced Dutch language skills can also consider taking classes at the VUB.
Internship Option
Vesalius College offers for-credit and unpaid internship opportunities to juniors and seniors on a letter-graded basis. CIEE participants may apply for available slots. However, because internships are competitive, there is no guarantee that students will be assigned an internship. Students can apply for the internship once they’ve been accepted to the program and the application is due at the same time as the pre-registration course form. Students will also need to submit a one-page CV or resume and cover letter. All internships require interviews; therefore good foreign language skills are generally needed. Students who are not fluent in French and/or Dutch will be limited to internships which require good English skills. Students should be prepared for a workload of 150 hours over the course of the semester. Registration for internships takes place only after arrival in Brussels and only after the student has been accepted by the institution, organization, or company offering the internship.  Internships are offered in a range of disciplines; however, UW-Madison students are not eligible to receive credit for business internships.  UW-Madison has strict regulations about academic credit given for internships. Credit is awarded for the academic work that you do in conjunction with an internship. Unless you demonstrate a clear academic context for the internship, credit may not be granted. The easiest way to ensure that you will receive credit for an internship is to have your work pre-approved before leaving UW-Madison. To do this, complete an Independent Study & Internship form (available at www.studyabroad.wisc.edu/forms ) in conjunction with the faculty member who will evaluate your academic work, and submit a copy to IAP.
Equivalents and Course Equivalent Request Form (CERF)

Each course you take abroad must be assigned a UW-Madison “equivalent” course in order for your grades and credits to be recorded on your UW-Madison transcript.  In order to establish UW-Madison course equivalents for your study abroad courses, you will submit a Course Equivalent Request Form (CERF).  Your CERF needs to be submitted to IAP after your fourth week of regular classes. Further information on the UW course equivalent process is available in the IAP Study Abroad Handbook (page 15).

Credits
The typical course for this program is equivalent to 3 UW-Madison credits.  The required courses (Contemporary Europe: The Belgian Experience and French/Dutch course) are worth 3 UW-Madison credits each.  

CIEE Academic Policies

Please consult your CIEE program handbook for general CIEE academic policies, which apply to UW Madison students.  The following CIEE academic rules apply to participants of this program:

· Without prior approval of CIEE and your home institution, you may not audit courses or take them pass/fail; in other words, participants must take all courses for credit and for a letter grade.

· Participants may not drop French (or Dutch) language or the CIEE core course.

· Students may not take more than one area course at the 101 level.

· Students must take the CIEE core course (Contemporary Europe: The Belgian Experience)

· Students must take a minimum of 15 credits
· Students may replace one of their area studies courses by a credit bearing internship. Students should read the above section on internships for the UW-Madison policy on granting credit for internships.
Pass/Fail/Drop/Audit

Please refer to the IAP Study Abroad Handbook for Academic Policies (page 19).

Grades 
Final grades given by Vesalius professors follow the U.S. system of letter grades and are based on a 4-point scale (A=4.0, A-=3.7, etc.)  Course grades are based on a combination of factors and assignments: attendance and participation, research papers, presentations, and mid-term and final examinations.

Final exams at ULB and VUC are usually oral, and the final course grade may be based on a single fifteen-minute oral exam.  Grades are based on a numerical system of 1-20, which a 10 considered a passing grade in an individual course; an overall average of 12 out of 20 is required to continue to the next level.

Grade Conversion
	Vesalius College
	UW-Madison Equivalent

	A+/A
	A

	A-/B+
	AB

	B
	B

	B-
	BC

	C+
	BC

	C/C-
	C

	D+/D
	D

	F
	F


Living Abroad

Educate yourself about your host country.  Read the Preparing to Live in Another Culture section of the IAP Study Abroad Handbook. Consult the following resources as well as travel books and program binders in the Study Abroad Resource Room (250 Bascom Hall). Remember- it won't be possible to prepare yourself completely. There will be situations you will not have anticipated and your flexibility will determine in great part the kind of experience you will have while abroad.  
WEBSITES OF INTEREST:

UW-Madison International Academic Programs (IAP):

http://www.studyabroad.wisc.edu


CIEE’s website:

http://www.ciee.org



For more general orientation information:

http://www.worldwide.edu
(Includes topics such as culture shock, international travel, etc.)

U.S. State Department information:

http://travel.state.gov

Center for Disease Control (CDC):

http://www.cdc.gov/travel/
Lonely Planet Guidebook:  

http://www.lonelyplanet.com
USEFUL TRAVEL BOOKS:

Fodor’s Guides

Frommer’s Travel Guides

Let’s Go

Lonely Planet

Michelin Guides

Rough Guide

Also check the International Travel Health Guide by Stuart R. Rose, MD.

Communication
When making calls, keep in mind time zone differences (www.timeanddate.com/worldclock).  To make an international call to the United States, dial the access code for the country from which you are calling plus the United States country code (always “1”) followed by the appropriate U.S. area code and local number.  To call internationally from the United States, dial “011”, the country code, city access code (if necessary) and the phone number .  Country and city codes can be found online (www.timeanddate.com/worldclock/dialing.html).  Some of above steps can vary if you are using a calling card.
Refer for your CIEE handbook for detailed information regarding communicating via telephone, email, and mail while in Brussels.

Student Testimonials

The testimonials below are from past participants; they reflect various students’ experiences and are included to provide different perspectives.  IAP does not endorse any specific view expressed in this section.
Preparations Before Leaving

Pack light and bring an umbrella!

Bring a laptop.

Bring a small duffel bag for weekend trips, you might even check with Ryan Air regulations about sizes they allow for carry on before going if you know you are going to be doing a lot of flying. Also bring small shampoo and toothpaste bottles for carrying on liquids.

A rain jacket and umbrella are definitely needed and very sturdy shoes as well since they will get ruined with the rain and the cobblestones. Bring a light-weight jacket and scarves and many layering pieces. 

Don't bring any clothing that you don't already know that you will wear a lot. 

Nail polish, face wash, and other makeup/bath products are really expensive and harder to find to I would bring extra, also contact solution!

Make sure to pack an umbrella!  It rains a lot in Brussels. I made sure to have mine with me at all times.


Bring sensible shoes.  Don't bring a lot of shoes with heels.  Some of the streets aren't paved, making it quite difficult to walk around in heels.

Travel and Arrival Information

I enjoyed the fact that we were kept busy during orientation and shown around Brussels.

I thought the fieldtrips were great.  They were diverse and to places that most of us wouldn’t have gone.

You will probably have to take a taxi from the airport which isn’t too expensive if you can share with other people so consider arriving with a few other people.

Make sure you save enough money to get back to the airport at the end of the trip, I would not recommend taking the trams! 

Traveling within Belgium is great and really easy. Definitely buy a Go pass and travel around on weekends, some of my favorite trips were within Belgium.

Make sure to enter Europe with about 100 euros, for cabs and other things. 
The only difficulty with getting to our hostel from the airport was the cab driver did not seem to know where the hostel was, so make sure to print out a map and give it to the cab driver.

Buy a Go-Pass!  It costs 45 euros, but you get 10 trips, so that's 4.5 euros per trip, instead of the normal 9.  
When flying with RyanAir, you should know that RyanAir Airport is NOT in Brussels, but in Charleroi.  In order to get there, you must either go to Gare du Midi and take the train to the Charleroi train station and then a bus from the Charleroi bus station to the airport.  That's the route I took because it was cheaper (two trips total on the Go-Pass and then 2 euros for the bus one-way).  Otherwise, you can take a shuttle from Gare du Midi directly to the Charleroi airport, but that costs 11 euros. 

I guess the cost estimates were about right. I think I spent about $5000 during the semester, but I did a lot of traveling.  
For things to see in Belgium, make sure to go to Antwerp, Bruges, and Ghent in Belgium.  Those three cities are in the Flemish-speaking area, so make sure to NOT speak French while there.  Only speak English.  One of the girls and I went to Antwerp and got lost so we asked a guy how to get somewhere and he looked at us with disgust and told us that his English is better than his French.  When traveling around Belgium, be aware of the animosity that the Flemish feel for the Walloons and vice versa. 

Academic Program 

The instructors all seemed very knowledgeable, but the classes were no where near the level of my classes at UW-Madison.

My language course was great.  I was in French 107 and really enjoyed it and learned a lot.

Courses were not necessarily hard but sort of annoying. They all have really long papers at the end. 

Try to take interesting subjects, I do not recommend the communications classes.

Dr. Palo, is an amazing professor.  I had two classes with him and thoroughly enjoyed them.  He teaches History and Political Science classes.

I did not have as great of an experience with my internship as others did, probably because it was not a good match for me.  I just really wanted an internship, so I took the first one that was offered to me.  I believe it is an amazing opportunity, as long as you get an internship that you really want.  It definitely did cut into my time and there were things that I wish I had had a chance to do while in Brussels that I didn't because I had to work.  
It's a lot more paper writing than I expected.  Most classes have one short paper (5-6 pages), one long one (15 pages), a midterm, and a final. 

Make sure to go to all the events CIEE sets up.  They're part of the program cost, so you might as well go.  Plus, it gives you another chance to see everyone in the group.

Living Abroad

I choose to study in Brussels because I wanted an English-taught university with a truly European cultural experience.  Brussels is very European.  I got to use some French without feeling overwhelmed because I wasn’t being taught in French.

I received an extremely interesting perspective on European identity because of the family I lived with. 

I think this program is great because of what you can make of it.  Everyone has the opportunity to have an individual experience based on their goals and their desires.  That is what I liked most about it.

Living in Brussels is great- the housing really varies, so try to figure out what you want and get it. Living close by is the best. Figure out if you want more of a home-stay or more independent. 

Obviously money goes quickly and budgeting is difficult but try to do without buying new clothes are too many tacky souvenirs.
I loved living in Brussels.  It has a really good, easy to figure out transportation system.  
The student residences were fine.  I wish we could have all lived closer to each other. We were much more spread out than I had thought we would be, meaning I did not see everyone nearly as much as I had hoped, but CIEE did the best they could.  The housing market in Brussels for short-term is apparently slim to none.  
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