UW Summer Launch in Italy Summer 2026 Program Handbook 

[bookmark: _Hlk219464701]The UW Summer Launch in Italy: Da Vinci, Man & Myth program is a collaboration between the Council on International Educational Exchange (CIEE) and International Academic Programs (IAP) at the University of Wisconsin-Madison. In this Program Handbook you can find helpful information and advice available at the time of posting. Changes may occur before your departure or while you are abroad, and you will receive notification of these changes through your wisc.edu email.

Program Contacts
Set up and check your wisc.edu email 
Emails from IAP about program details are sent to students at their wisc.edu email address.  
Set up your wisc.edu email account and begin checking it regularly.  How to set up your wisc.edu email. 
The UW-Madison Department of Information Technology (DoIT) provides tech support for wisc.edu email. 

Program Leader
Your primary contact in Italy will be the UW Program Leader Ernesto Livorni elivorni@wisc.edu
Your program leader’s cell phone number will be shared at orientation. 

CIEE On-Site Contact Info
[bookmark: _Hlk219464744]Call 800-40-STUDY (1-800-407-8839) or 207-553-4000 at any time. If you reach a recording during normal business hours, 9 a.m. – 5 p.m. Eastern Time, press zero (0) to reach an operator. After 5 p.m. Eastern Time, follow the prompts for the CIEE emergency answering service. You will get the in-country phone number of your local on-site program contact when you arrive in Italy.

[bookmark: _Toc6558553]UW-Madison International Academic Programs (IAP) Team 
[bookmark: _Hlk219464782]Questions about your program abroad (housing, course credit, health and safety, billing, etc.) should be directed to IAP. Also found in the Contacts tile of your MyStudyAbroad portal. Phone: (608)-265-6329
· Carmen Pitz, Assistant Director for Study Abroad Advising
· Program logistics, predeparture preparation, life abroad, health & safety
· Joanna Poinsatte, Assistant Director for Study Abroad Enrollment 
· Application & acceptance process, MyStudyAbroad forms, grade and credit information
· Judy Humphrey, Financial Manager 
· Billing and scholarship disbursement 

Have questions for your IAP team? 
Email us with your questions or request an advising appointment with date/time to meet via Zoom. 
In the academic year, you will use Starfish to schedule appointments. What is Starfish and how do I use it? 

Want to know who else is in your cohort? 
Contact information for fellow program participants is in your MyStudyAbroad portal > Contacts 
[bookmark: _Toc439229109][bookmark: _Toc6558554]
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Emergency Contact Information
In an emergency in Italy, dial 112 to receive help from fire, police, and/or medical response teams.

[bookmark: _Hlk219464884]Then, contact your Program Leader and CIEE using the emergency contact information provided onsite. 
[bookmark: _Hlk219464906]
IAP Emergency Contact Info
In an emergency, call the main IAP number +1 (608) 265-6329 between 8:00 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Monday-Friday (Central Time). After-hours/ on weekends, call +1 (608) 516-9440 for the study abroad staff member on call.

Embassy Registration
[bookmark: _Hlk219464930]All program participants who are U.S. citizens must register for the Smart Traveler Enrollment Program (STEP)  before departure. This will help in case of a lost passport or other mishap. 

U.S. Consulate General in Florence, Lungarno Vespucci, 38, 50123 Firenze Phone: (+39) 055.266.951

[bookmark: _Toc352251590]Program Dates 
· Program Orientation on UW Campus: July 20 – July 21
· Departure: July 21 on group flight departing together from campus 
· Italy: July 22 – August 7
· Anticipated return to campus: August 7

SOAR 
Register for any SOAR session that works in your schedule prior to July 20. If there are no on-campus sessions available, contact SOAR to request a modality change. Tell them you are a participant on the Summer Launch in Italy program and are having challenges scheduling an in-person SOAR session prior to departure and need to attend online instead.  

[bookmark: _Hlk219465064]Group Flight
· You must fly on the arranged group flight to and from Italy with no exceptions. 
· You may not extend travel beyond program dates or take an alternative flight to/from Italy.
· [bookmark: _Hlk156314082]IAP will book the flight and email you with details when the flight is confirmed. 

Return to Campus 
If you are living in on-campus housing this fall, you will likely learn your fall housing assignment mid-June. Move in dates for Fall 2026 will be published in August 2026. More information from University Housing 

IAP will not arrange for early move in or lodging on the day of return to campus. Arrange for your own lodging or pick up on August 7. More information will be provided before orientation about the timing of your return. 

[bookmark: _Toc352251591]Pre-Departure Preparation

Orientations
[bookmark: _Hlk219465322][bookmark: _Hlk187148312]You will have two online and one in person orientation to attend before departure. 
[bookmark: _Hlk187148329][bookmark: _Hlk125545988][bookmark: _Hlk125547775]Details will be updated in your MyStudyAbroad account >Orientation & Preparation 
· [bookmark: _Hlk187148351]Orientation Recording and Live Q&A Session online with CIEE / Florence
Students and families are invited to an online Q&A session with our support team in Italy before July. 
You will receive more information via email in May. 
· Online Orientation with Program Leader
You will receive date and time via email in May.
· Mandatory Pre-Departure Orientation – In Person 
· Your in-person orientation will be July 20 – July 21 on the UW-Madison campus.  
· Students are required to attend and are responsible for arranging their own transportation to campus. Lodging will be provided overnight on campus. 
· Families are welcome to attend the first portion of the orientation on July 20.  No lodging will be provided for families. 
· In June, we will email you a full schedule with details. 

Immigration Documents 
[bookmark: _Hlk219465358]Passport
A valid passport is required for entry into Italy and should be valid through November 2026. 
If you don’t already have a passport or need to renew it, do so immediately. How to apply or renew. 
When you have your passport, upload a copy of your passport ID page to your MyStudyAbroad account.

Visa
A visa is not required for U.S. citizens for this program. U.S. citizens must have a U.S. passport valid for at least three months beyond the end of the program. 

[bookmark: _Hlk219465523]Packing 
Pack light! Think carefully about what you really need (and must carry on your own) as you plan for packing.

What NOT to pack
· Pepper Spray – Do NOT bring pepper spray or any similar self-defense tool with you when traveling abroad. While pepper spray or similar self-defense items are legal in the United States, they are illegal to possess and carry in many other countries. 

Suggested List
· Comfortable shoes – you will do a lot of walking
· Light layers of clothes - temperatures in the summer can be hot and humid
· Shorts for hot weather
· Long pants and coverage for shoulders for church visits. 
· Rain jacket and/or umbrella – the summer months tend to be the dryest in Florence, but pack just in case
· Passport/photocopy of passport and a copy saved digitally
· UW student ID
· Credit/debit card(s) and/or cash
· Electrical adapter plug: Types F or L, or a universal plug adapter with multiple options
· Laptop, pens, pencils
· Cell phone and charger
· [bookmark: _Hlk219465572]Prescription medications in original packaging and with a copy of the prescription- enough for the entire duration of the program plus. 
· [bookmark: _Hlk219465583]Medicine kit (anti-diarrhea medicine/aspirin/Band-Aids/cold medicine/etc.), travel size tissues. 
· [bookmark: _Hlk219465602]Toiletries- any regularly used hygiene or health products, extra glasses/contacts. If you have specific brands you like to use and don’t want to risk possibly not finding them while in Italy, bring enough to last for the full program.
· Hand sanitizer (for plane and elsewhere)
· Sunscreen, sunhat or cap, sunglasses 
· Small backpack or duffel bag to use for overnight excursion

Prescription Medications
According to the Italian Ministry of Health, foreigners entering Italy are allowed to bring personal medications for a period of 30 days. It is recommended that travelers also bring a copy of their prescription with them. Bring any prescription medication in its original container. Travelers should not bring excess supplies of prescription drugs into the country and cannot bring prescription drugs for other people.

Electronics 
Italy operates on a 230V (volts) at a frequency of 50Hz (Hertz). Most outlets in Italy have a Type F or Type L socket. If you bring electronics from the United States, you will need adapters to plug them in. 
Do not bring hair dryers, straighteners, or electric razors with you. If you plan to use these items, plan to purchase them in Italy as the US voltage can cause fires. 

Health & Safety 
[bookmark: _Hlk219465761]You are required to complete IAP’s Health and Safety Orientation online, which will provide general information on how to minimize risk and health and safety resources available to you abroad. Carry your emergency card and insurance card during your program. 

[bookmark: _Hlk219465784]Your orientation in Italy will provide more specific information. 
General tips to encourage safety in any location:  
· Use caution when traveling around the city.
· Do not travel alone after dark. 
· Tell someone your whereabouts.
· Have a working phone on your person.
· Intoxication compromises your ability to make safe choices and may increase your risk of being a target of crime.
· The UW Code of Conduct applies during your time abroad and means that alcohol consumption is not allowed during any program events or activities and is not permitted in program housing. 

In Italy in an emergency, dial 112 to receive help from fire, police, and/or medical response teams.

Insurance
[bookmark: _Hlk219465901]You will be covered by CISI supplemental health insurance for the duration of your program. CISI health insurance coverage information can be found in MyStudyAbroad > Health Insurance section. If you need to see a doctor, you will most likely have to pay out of pocket and submit a claim to CISI to be reimbursed.

For information on recommended immunizations for travel to Italy, visit the Center for Disease Control (CDC) website.

Mobility
[bookmark: _Hlk160550920][bookmark: _Hlk219465958][bookmark: _Hlk189570159]This program takes place in a hot and crowded environment, involves a busy schedule and climbing stairs, walking on cobblestone streets, and limited access to public transportation. The main mode of transportation will be walking and may include uneven terrain on excursion or limited or no access to elevators. If you need any physical accommodations to navigate these terrains, talk with the McBurney Disability Resource Center to apply for accommodations now and disclose that information in your health and wellness form. 

Planning for your accommodations takes time, so the sooner you begin this process, the better. 

Discuss your program plans with your healthcare provider (if relevant) and/or your McBurney Access Consultant as soon as possible. We work closely with McBurney and can help create a plan for you and we need to know early to have time to plan. 

Once you’ve discussed your needs with your healthcare provider (if relevant) and McBurney Access Consultant, email Carmen Pitz to discuss your needs and ask questions you have about receiving accommodations on your program. 

Academics
[bookmark: _Hlk219465995]Registration (Course Enrollment)
· IAP will register you for a special “Study Abroad Course” for the class you will be taking on the program. 
· You do not need to register for the Summer course at UW-Madison. 
· After you complete the program, the Enrollment Manager will replace the registration with your final grade, credit and course equivalent earned. 

Course Information 
Leonardo da Vinci: The Symbiosis of Art and Science (3 credits)
This course will be taught by Professor Ernesto Livorni.

Leonardo is the last great figure who was both an artist and a scientist: the embodiment of the Renaissance Man. What do we mean by that definition? How did Leonardo manage to reconcile his artistic talent with his scientific curiosity? Considering this achievement, the course will discuss the artistic and scientific endeavors of Leonardo and the impact he had on the shaping of modernity all the way to twentieth-century avant-gardes and Pop Art.
This course aims to explore the relationship between arts and science in light of the last great thinker who elaborated art from his scientific experiments and discoveries and who cultivated science within his artistic creations. Both Leonardo's endeavors in painting and in the study of anatomy and physics will be studied vis-à-vis the impact they had in the centuries to come: the interpretations of many thinkers and artists will be discussed regarding specific aspects of Leonardo's work.
[bookmark: _Hlk219466103]Grades and Credits
You will earn 3 credits and receive a letter grade for this course. That grade will be factored into your UW-Madison GPA. 

Course Equivalent Requests (CERs) and MyStudyAbroad
The course you take on program must be assigned a UW-Madison equivalent course for your grades and credits to be recorded on your UW-Madison transcript. See a list of approved equivalents in your MyStudyAbroad account >Academics Tab. 

Prior to the end of your program, submit a Course Equivalent Request (CER) through your MyStudyAbroad account >Academics Tab to let us know which equivalent you would like. You can only select one. 
More information on the UW course equivalent process is available in the IAP Study Abroad Handbook.

Life Abroad
[bookmark: _Hlk219466115]Your daily schedule will be filled with classroom seminars and excursions or class activities. 
You will also have some limited free time integrated to catch up on homework/daily readings and explore the city. No overnight travel or travel outside of the country is allowed. 

Florence, capital of Italy’s Tuscany region, is a compact city packed with Renaissance masterpieces. Home to about 370,000 people, its traffic‑free historic center can be crossed on foot in 20 minutes, giving it a small‑city feel. The Duomo’s iconic terracotta dome dominates the skyline, while the Galleria dell’Accademia showcases Michelangelo’s David and the Uffizi Gallery displays works by Botticelli, Leonardo da Vinci, and other masters. Long celebrated as one of the world’s most beautiful cities, Florence has been a hub of art, literature, and scholarship since the Middle Ages and the Renaissance.

Housing
You are required to live in CIEE provided housing for the program duration. You will stay in hotels with other UW-Madison program participants (you will share a room with one or more participant). Breakfast is included. You will find out your roommates when you arrive in Italy. 

If you are under the age of 18 during the program, you will be housed with other participants under 18.

[bookmark: _Hlk219466193]We typically place students in rooms with others of the same sex. In some locations, this is necessary for legal or cultural reasons.  We understand that not all students may identify as female or male, and we want to create a welcoming environment for you while you are abroad.  We are happy to work with students who identify as transgender, genderqueer, gender non-conforming, and/or non-binary regarding life abroad.  If you have questions or concerns regarding housing as it relates to your gender identity, email your Study Abroad Advisor, Carmen Pitz.  

Handling Money 
· [bookmark: _Hlk219466212]Use the program cost sheet (MyStudyAbroad portal > Financial tab) to help you plan for spending. 
· IAP pays CIEE your fees for the program, do not pay CIEE directly.
· Euro (EUR) is the currency of Italy. U.S. Dollar-Euro exchange rate
· You can exchange money at the airport or banks in the city. 
· Credit and debit cards are becoming more widely accepted, but Italy is still a widely cash-based society.
· Notify all credit and debit card institutions that you will be using your card in Italy.
· Ask your banking institutions about foreign transaction fees you may incur while using your card abroad to budget accordingly.
· Cost of living estimates   

Public Transportation 
CIEE will organize travel for academic excursions. The city center in Florence is a very walkable area, and you will likely find that you will not need or be able to use public transportation to get around.

Florence has nearly 100 bus lines as well as a special night bus service called “Nottetempo.” There are also three active tram lines.

Communication
You must have a working cell phone that CIEE and IAP can contact you on in case of emergencies. This phone must be able to send and receive calls without using wifi. 

A popular option is to get an international plan on your US phone for the duration of your program. Check with your provider for rates. If you have an unlocked phone, another option is to purchase a SIM card in Italy or a digital eSIM. Facetime, iMessages, Zoom, WhatsApp, and other social media platforms are cheap or free ways to call/text home online instead of via phone.

When making calls, keep in mind time zone differences.  To make an international call to the United States, dial the access code for the country from which you are calling plus the United States country code (always “1”) followed by the appropriate U.S. area code and local number.  To call internationally from the United States, dial “011”, the country code, city access code (if necessary) and the phone number. 
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